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point was argued with great warmth and 


eagerneſs on both ſides. Says 


well known what my pretenſions are, and 
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how juftly they are grounded: there is never a 
ſacrifice that is offered but I always taſte of the 


entrails, even before the gods themſelves. 
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have one of the uppermoſt ſeats at church, 


and frequent the altar as often as any body: 


I have a free admiſſion at court; and can never 


want the king's ear, for I ſometimes fit upon 


his ſhoulder. There is not a maid of honour, 


or handſome young creature, comes in my way, 


but, if I like her, 1 ſettle betwixt her balmy 


lips. And then I eat and drink the beſt of 


every thing, without having any occaſion to 
work for my living. What is there that ſuch 
country puſſes as you enjoy, to be compared 
with a life like this?—The Ant, who by this 
time hiad compoſed herſelf, replied with a great 
deal of temper, and no leſs ſeverity Indeed, 


to be a gueſt at an entertainment of the gods 
is a very great honour, if one is invited; but 


1 ſhould not care to be a diſagreeable intruder 


any where. You talk of the king and the 


court, and the fine ladies there, with great fa- 


miliarity; but, as I have been getting in my 


3 


harveſt in ſummer, I have ſeen a certain per- 


ſon under the town walls making a hearty meal 


upon ſomething that is not ſo proper to be 
mentioned. As to your frequenting the altars, 
you are in the right to take ſanctuary where 
you are like to meet with the leaſt diſturbance: 
but I have known people before now run to 
altars, and call it devotion, when they have 

been ſhut out of all good company, and had 


no where elſe to go. You do not work for 


your living, you ſay—true: therefore, when' 
you have played away the ſummer, and winter 
comes, you have nothing to live upon; and, 


while you are ſtarving with cold and hun ger, 


I have a good warm houſe over my head, and 


plenty of proviſions about me.? 


APPLICATION. 
This fable points out to us the different cha- 


racters of thoſe that recommend themſelves in a 
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vain-glorious way by falſe and borrowed lights; 

and of thoſe whoſe real merit procures them 
a good eſteem wherever they go. Poverty and 
folly having, at the ſame time, poſſeſſion of 
any one man, cannot fail of making him an 

object of pity, if not of contempt; but, when 
an empty, conceited pride happens to be join- 
ed with them, they render the creature in 
whom they meet at the ſame time def] picable 
and ridiculous. One who often attends. at 
court, not becauſe he has a place, but becauſe 
he has not, ſhould not value himſelf upon his 
condition, They who go to church out of va- 
nity and curioſity, and not for pure devotion, 
ſhould not value themſelves upon their re- 
higion, for it is not worth a ſtraw. They who 
eat at a threepenny ordinary, and ſometimes not 
ſo well, ſhould not boaſt either of their Sr 
or company. In ſhort, nobody is a better gen- 


tleman than he whoſe own honeſt induſtry” 


ſupplies him with a plenty of all neceſſaries 


\S S 


who is ſo well acquainted with honour, 
never to 


ſay or do a mean and unjuſt thing 
and who deſpiſes an idle ſcoundrel, but know 
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how to eſteem men of his own principles. 
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Such a one is a perſon of the firſt quality, 


though he has never a title, and ought to take 


place of every man who is not ſo good as him- 
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poſed to the air in heaps rounc 


avenues of their little country habitation. v 
Gr aſhopper, - who had chanced to outlive the 
ſummer, and | was ready to ſtarve with cold 
and hun ger, approached them with great hu- 
mility, and begged that they would relieve his 
neceſſity with one grain of wheat or rye. 
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ing the ruth of this, there are many of thoſe 
which we call rational creatures, who live in a 
method quite oppoſite to it, and make it their 
buſineſs to ſquander away in a profuſe prodi- 
gality whatever they get in their younger 
days: as if the infirmity of age would require 
no ſupphes to ſupport it; or, at leaſt, would 
find them adminiſtered to it in ſome miracu- 
lous way. From this fable we learn this admir- 
able leſſon, never to loſe any preſent oppor- 
tunity of providing againſt the future evils and 
accidents of life. While health and the flower 
and vigour of our age remain firm and entire, 
let us lay them out to the beſt advantage, that, 
when the latter days take hold of us and ſpoil 
us of our ſtrength and abilities, we may have 
a ſtore moderately ſufficient to ſubſiſt upon, 


which we laid up in the morning of our age. 
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the poor creature, ſo brou! e one —and. 
laid it upon the hearth near the fire 
had not lain there lon g. before (being revived 
with the heat) it began to erect itſelf, and ly 
at his wife and children, filling the whole cot- 
tage with dreadful hiſſings. The Countryman 
hearing an outcry, and perceiving what the 
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matter was, catched up a mattock, and ſoon 


diſpatched him; upbraiding h 
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theſe words — Is this, vile wretch, 


e ca- 
ſoci 


all ages have 


ſlantly declaimed againſt the enormity of 


are not fit 
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m at the ſame 


ors 


In 
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crime, concluding that they who ar 
tude is ſo deteſtable, 


ati 
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nd, or country, are too 
that, as none but the moſt inhuman temper 


benefact 


rie 


ty; being ſuch, as the na- 
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APPLICATION. 
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and the moraliſts 
there is no occaſion to uſe many words, either 


can be guilty of it, ſo, in writing to men, 


In 


It is the nature of ingrates to return evil 


ife? Die as you deſerve; but a ſingle death is 


time 


the reward you make to him that ſaved your 


weak to reſtrain within the bounds of 


pable of hurting their 


to live in a commun 
tural ties of parent, f 


Indeed, the ſin of 


too good for you.” 
for good 
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in expoſing the vice itſelf, or diſſuading peo- 


ple from the commiſſion of it. Therefore it 


is not likely that a perſon of Aſop's ſagacity 
would have compiled this fable, without hav- 
ing ſomething elſe in view beſides this trite and 


obvious ſubject. He certainly intended to put 


us. in mind that, as none but a poor ſilly clown 


would go to take up a ſnake and cheriſh it, 
ſo we ſhall be very negligent and ill-adviſed 
if, in doing good offices, we do not take care 
to beſtow our benevolence upon proper objects. 
It was not at all unnatural in the ſnake to hiſs, 


and brandiſh his tongue, and fly at the firſt 


that came near him; as ſoon at the perſon that 


ſaved his life as any other ; indeed more likely, 


becauſe nobody elſe had ſo much to do with him. 
Nor is it ſtrange at any time to ſee a reprobate 
fool throwing his poiſonous language about, 
and committing his extravagancies againſt 


thoſe, more eſpecially, who are ſo inadvertent 
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the Fox was not one of the number. 


Lion therefore diſpatched one of his jackalls . 


to ſound him about it, and aſk him why he 
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had ſo little charity and reſpect as never to 
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come near him at a time when he lay ſo 
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dangerouſly ill, and every body elſe had been 
to ſee him.—* Why, replies the Fox, pray | pre- 
ſent my duty to his majeſty, and tell him that I 
have the ſame reſpect for him as ever, and 
have been coming ſeveral times to kiſs his 
royal hand; but I am ſo terribly fri ghtened at 
the mouth of his cave, to ſee the print of my 
fellow-C ubjects, feet all pointing forwards and 
none backwards, that I have | not reſolution | 
enough to venture in. Now the truth of the 
matter was, that this ſickneſs of the Lion's was 
only a ſham to draw the beaſts into his den, 


the more eaſily to devour them. 


APPLICATION. 
A man ſhould weigh and conſider the na- 
ture of any propoſal well before he gives into 
it: for a raſh and haſty com pliance has been 


the ruin of many a one. And it is the quint- 


eflence of prudence not to be too eaſy of be- 
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hel indeed the multitude think alto gether itt 
the fame track, and are much upon a foot. 
Their meditations are confined in one channel, 
and they follow one another very orderly in a 
regular ſtupidity. Can 4 man of thou ght and 
ſpirit be harneſſed thus, and trudge along like 
a pack-horſe, in a deep ſtinking muddy road, 
when he may friſk it over the beauteous lawns, 
or loſe himſelf agreeably in the ſhady verdant 
mazes of unreſtrained contemplation? It is im- 
poſhble. Vulgar notions are ſo generally at- 
tended with error, that wherever one traces 
the footſteps of the many tending all one way, 
it is enough to make one ſuſpect, with the Fox 
in the fable, that there is ſome trick in it. 
The eye of reaſon is dulled and ſtupified when 
it is confined, and made to gaze continually 
upon the ſame thing: it rather chooſes to look 
about it, and amuſe itſelf with variety of ob- 


jects, as they lie ſcattered up and down in the 
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10w no better, 
or elſe you would not do it. See what a happy 
life I lead: I go juſt where I pleaſe 3 ſometimes 
I lie down under the cool ſhade; ſometimes 
friſk about in the open ſunſhine; and, when 


- 


| C2 5 


. 
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I pleaſe, ſlake my thirſt in the clear ſweet 
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brook; but you, if you were to periſh, have 


not ſo much as a little dirty water to refreſn 
you. . The Ox, not at all moved with what he 
ſaid, went quietly and calmly on with his 
woikt and, in the evening, was unyoked and 
turned looſe, Soon after which he ſaw the 
Calf taken out of the field, and delivered into 
the hands of a prieſt, who immediately led 
him to the altar, and prepared to ſacrifice him, 
His head was hung round with fillets of 
flowers, and the fatal knife was juſt going to be 
applied to his throat, when the Ox drew near 
and whiſpered him to this purpoſe—* Bebold 
the end of your inſolence and arrogance; it 
was for this only you were ſuffered to live at 
all; and pray now, friend, whoſe condition is 
beſt, yours or mine? 


APPLICATION. 


To inſult people in diſtreſs is the pro- 
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perty of a cruel, indiſcreet, and giddy temper; 
for, as the proceedings of fortune are very ir- 
regular and uncertain, we may, the next turn 
of the wheel, be thrown down to their condi- 
tion, and they exalted to ours. We are like- 


wiſe given to underſtand by this fable what 


the conſequence of an idle life generally is, 


and how well ſatisfied laborious diligent men 


are, in the end, when they come quietly to 


enjoy the fruits of their induſtry. They who 


by little tricks and ſharpings, or by open vio- 


lence and robbery, live in a high expenſive 


way, often in their hearts, at leaſt, deſpiſe the 


poor honeſt man who is contented with the 
virtuous P roduct of his daily labour 5 and Pa- 


tiently ſubmits to his deſtiny. But how often 


is the poor man comforted, by ſeeing theſe 
wanton villains led in triumph to the altar of 


juſtice, while he has many a cheerful ſum- 


mer's morning to enjoy abroad, and many a 
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long winter's evening to indulge himſelf in at 
home, by a quiet hearth, and under an un- 
envied 1258 bleſſings which often attend a 
ſober induſtrious man, though the idle and 
the profligate are utter ſtrangers to them. 
Luxury and Hem DEmREOe, ö beſides their being 
certain to ſhorten a man's days, are very apt 
not only to engage people with their ſeeming 
charms into a debauched life, utterly prejudi- 
cial to their health, but to make them have a ; 
f contempt for others, whoſe good ſenſe and 

true taſte of happineſs inſpire them with an 
' averſion to idleneſt s and effeminacy, and put ä 

them u pon hardening their conſtitution by in- 
nocent exerciſe and laudable employment. 
How many do gluttony and floth tumble into 
an untimely grave! while the temperate and 
the active drink. ſober draughts of life, and 


ſpin out their thread to the moſt defirable 
length. 
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APPLICATION. 

This fable ſhews us how vain and ill- 
grounded the expectation of thoſe people are 
who imagine they can obtain whatever they 
want by importuning Heaven with their 
prayers; for it is ſo agreeable to the nature of 
the divine Being to be better pleaſed with vir- 
tuous actions and an honeſt induſtry than idle 
prayers, that it is a ſort of blaſphemy to ſay 
otherwiſe. Theſe were the ſentiments of honeſt 
good heathens, who were ſtrangers to all re- 
vealed religion: but it is not ſtrange that they 
ſhould embrace and propagate ſuch a notion, 
ſince it is no other than the dictate of com— 
mon reaſon. What is both ſtrange in itſelf, 
and ſurpriſing how it could be made ſo fa- 
ſhionable, is, that moſt of thoſe whoſe reaſon 
ſhould be enlightened by revelation, are very 
apt to be guilty of this ſtupidity, and, by pray- 


ing often for the comforts of life, to neglect 
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that buſineſs which is the proper means of 
procuring them. How ſuch a miſtaken devo- 

tion came to prevail one cannot imagine, un- 
leſs from one of theſe two motives; either that 
people, by ſuch a veil of hypocriſy, would 
paſs themſelves upon mankind for better than 


they really are, or are influenced by unſkilful 


often, the caſe) to mind the world as little as 
poſſible, even to the ne glect of their neceſſary 
callings. No queſtion but it is a great ſin for 


a man to fail in his trade or occupation by 


ſtration in itſelf, though the Scripture had 
never ſaid it, that we pleaſe God moſt when 
we are doing the moſt good: and how can we 
do more good than, by a ſober honeſt induſtry, 
* to — for thoſe of our own houſehold,” 
and to endeavour © to have to give to him that 


needeth?” The man who is virtuouſly and 


preachers (which is ſometimes, indeed too 


running often to prayers; it being a demon- 


+12 (Wi 


1 
| 
8 


"+ 
. 
i 
i i 
7 3 
i! ' 
7 
4 1 
110 
{| y 
2 


. 


— . . c EE ES i ea nm 


55 +=, 25 yur 
ADB er te ae 


— - 


— 


| 
| 
i 
f 
| 
14 
| 
| 
| 
| 


% * 


honeſtly engaged is actually ſerving God all 
the while, and is more likely to have his ſilent 
wiſhes, accompanied with ſtrenuous endea- 
vours, complied with by the Supreme Being, 
than he who begs with a fruitleſs vehemence, 
and ſolicits with an empty hand: a hand 
which would be more religious were it uſe- 
fully employed, and more devout were it 
ſtretched forth to do good to thoſe that want 
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own ungodly guts, all the fruits of their la- 
bour; and that, in ſhort, they were reſolved, 
for the future, to ſtrike off his allowance, and 
let him ſhift for himſelf as well as he could. 
The Hands proteſted they would not lift up a 


finger to keep him from ſtarving; and the 


Mouth wiſhed he might never ſpeak again if 
he took in the leaſt bit of nouriſhment for him 
as long as he lived; and, ſay the Teeth, may 


we be rotten if ever we chew a morſel for him 


for the future. This ſolemn league and co- 


venant was kept as long as any thing of that 


kind can be kept, which was until each of the 


rebel members pined away to the ſkin and 
bone, and could hold out no longer. Then 
they found there was no doing without the 


Belly, and that, as idle and inſignificant as he 


ſeemed, he contributed as much to the main- 


tenance and welfare of all the other parts as 
they did to his. 


29 


APPLICATION. 


This ; fable was ſpoken by Menenius Agrip- 
pa, a famous Roman conſul and general, when 
he was deputed by the ſenate to appeaſe a 
dangerous tumult and inſurrection of the peo- 
ple. The many wars that nation was engaged 
in, and the frequent ſupplies they were obliged 
to raiſe, had ſo ſoured and inflamed the minds 
of the populace, that they were reſolved to 
endure it no longer, and obſtinately refuſed to 
pay the taxes which were levied upon them. 
It is eaſy to diſcern how the great man applied 
this fable. For, if the branches and members 
of a community refuſe the government that 
aid which its neceſſities require, the whole 
muſt periſh together. The rules of a ſtate, 
as idle and inſignificant as they may ſometimes 
ſeem, are yet as neceſſary to be kept up and 
maintained in a proper and decent grandeur, 


as the family of each private perſon is in a 
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find an opportunity to execute his deſign. 
The Horſe, who ſmoked the matter, was re- 
ſolved to be even with him; and, ſo humour- 


ing the thing as if he ſuſpected nothing, he 


prayed the Lion to give him his advice in re- 


lation to a thorn he had got in his foot, which 
had quite lamed him, and gave him great pain 
and uneafineſs. The Lion readily agreed, and 
defired he might ſee the foot. Upon which 
the Horſe lifted up one of his hind legs, and, 


while the Lion pretended to be poring ear- 


neſtly upon his hoof, gave him ſuch a Kick in 
the face as quite ſtunned him, and left him 
ſprawling upon the ground. In the mean 
ine the Horſe trotted away, neighing and 
laughing merrily at the ſucceſs of the trick, by 
which he had defeated the purpoſe of one 
who intended to have tricked him out of his 
life SE = 


33 


APPLICATION. 

Though all manner of fraud and tricking 
is mean, and utterly beneath a man of ſenſe 
and honour, yet, methinks, equity itſelf allows 
us to diſappoint the deceiver, and to repel 
craft by cunning. Treachery has ſomething 
ſo wicked and worthy of puniſhment in its 
nature, that it deſerves to meet with a return 
of its own kind: an open revenge would be 
too liberal for it, and nothing matches it but 
itſelf. However, therefore, abominable it is to 
be the aggreſſor in this point, yet it cannot be 
inconſiſtent with virtue to counterplot and to 
take all manner of advantages againſt the man 


who is undermining us. 
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old, and, as occaſion required, carrying them 
may be true, replies the Huſbandman; but, 


the ſame crime, you muſt expect to ſuffer the 
ſame puniſhment.” 


APPLICATION. 


If bad 'company had nothing elſe to make 
us ſhun and avoid it, this, methinks, might be 
ſufficient, that it infects and taints a man's re- 
putation to as great a degree as if he were 
thoroughly verſed in the wickediieſs/ of the 
whole gang. What is it to me if the thief” 
who robs me of my money gives part of it 


to build a church? Is he ever the leſs a thief?' 


Shall a woman's going to prayers twice a day 
ſave her reputation, if ſhe is known to be a 
malicious lying goſſip? No, ſuch mixtures of 


religion and ſin make the offence but the more 


3 
flagrant, as they convince us that it was not 
committed out of ignorance. Indeed, there is 
no living without being guilty of ſome faults, = 
more or leſs; which the world ought to be 
good-natured enough to overlook, in conſide- 
ration of the general frailty of mankind, when 
they are not too groſs and too abundant : but 
when we are ſo abandoned to {tupidity, and a 
neglect of our reputation, as to Keep bad com- 
pany, however little we may be criminal in ö 
reality, we muſt expect the ſame cenſure and 4 
puniſhment as is due to the moſt notorious of L 
our companions, | 
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ſleep for you. Beſides, you are an inceſtuous 
raſcal, and make no ſcruple of lying with your 
mother and ſiſters'— Well, ſays the Cock, 
this I do not deny; but I do it to procure 
eggs and chickens for my maſter.— Ah! vil- 
lain, ſays the Cat, hold your wicked tongue; 
ſuch impieties as theſe declare that you are no 


longer fit to live. 


APPLICATION. 
When a wicked man in power has a mind 
to glut his appetite in any reſpect, innocence, 
or even merit, is no protection againſt him. 
The cries of juſtice and the voice of reaſon 
are of no effect upon. a conſcience hardened in 
iniquity, and a mind verſed in a lon g practice 
of wrong and robbery. Remonſtrances, how- 
ever reaſonably urged or movingly couched, 
have no more influence upon the heart of ſuch 


a one, than the gentle evening breeze has 


41 


upon the oak when it whiſpers among its 


branches, or the riſing ſurges upon the deaf 
rock when they daſh and break againſt its ſides. 
Power ſhould never be truſted in the hands of 
an impious ſelfiſh man, and one that has more 
regard to the gratification of his own un- 
bounded avarice than to public peace and 
juſtice. Were it not for the tacit conſent and 
heartleſs compliance of a great majority of 
fools, mankind would not be ridden, as often- 
times they are, by a little majority of knaves, 
to their great misfortune: : for, whatever peo- 
ple may think of the times, if they were ten 
times worſe than they are, it is principally 


owing to their own ſtupidity. Why do they 


truſt the man a moment longer who has once 


injured and betrayed them? 
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As for the reſt of the wild beaſts of the foreſt, 
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of all that behold them: but Nature ſeemed 


44 
him, that he was miſtaken in the value he was 


pleaſed to ſet upon himſelf; ſince people of 


judgment were not uſed to form their opinion 


of merit from an outſide appearance, but by 


conſidering the good qualities and endowments 


with which the mind was ſtored within. 


APPLICATION. 


How much more heavenly and powerful 
would beauty prove, if it were not ſo fre- 
quently impaired by the affectation and con- 
ceitedneſs of its poſſeſſor If ſome women 
were but as modeſt and unaſſuming as they 
are handſome, they might command the hearts | 


to foreſee, and has provided againſt ſuch an 


inconvenience, by terapering its great maſter- 
pieces with a due proportion of pride and 


vanity; ſo that their power, depending upon 
the duration of their beauty only, is like to be 


45 


but of a ſhort continuance; which, when they 
happen to prove tyrants, is no ſmall comfort 
tous; and then, On while it laſts, will abate 
much of its ſeverity by the allay of thoſe two 
prevailing in ngredients. Wiſe men are chiefly 
captivated with the charms of the mind; and 
whenever they are infatuated with a paſſion 
for any thing elſe, it is generally obſerved that 
they ceaſe, during that time at leaſt, to be 
what they were, and are indeed looked upon 
to be only playin g the fool. If the fair ones 
we have been ſpeaking of have a true aſcend- 
ant over them, they will oblige them to diveſt 
themſelves of common ſenſe, and to talk and 
act ridiculouſly, before they can think them 
worthy of the leaſt regard. Should one of 


theſe fine creatures be addreſſed in the words 
of Juba, 


'Tis not a ſet of features, or complexion, 
The tincture of a ſkin, that I admire. 
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The man that ſhould 
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ſtrong paſſion upon the conſtruction ſhe would 
put upon ſuch a compliment, might have rea- 
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Soon after the wolf came indeed. 
cried out in earneſt: but no heed be 
s, the ſheep are devoured by 
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beſides the ignominy and reproach of the thing, 


incurs this miſchief, that he will ſcarce be able 


to get any one to believe him again as long as 
he lives. However true our complaint may be, 


or how much ſoever it may be for our intereſt 


to have it belie ved, yet, if we have been fre- 
_ quently caught tripping before, we ſhall hardly 


be able to gain credit-to what we relate after- 
wards. Though mankind are gern ſtupid 
enough to be often impoſed upon, yet few are : 


ſo ſen eleſs as to believe a notorious liar, or to 
truſt a cheat upon record. Theſe little ſhams, 


when found out, are ſufficiently pre} judicial to 


6 the intereſt | of every private perſon-w ho prac- 


tiſes them. But, when we are alarmed with 


imaginary dangers in ref] pect of the public, till 


the: cry grows quite ſtale and threadbare, How 


can it be expected we ſhould know when to 


guard ourſelves againſt real ones. 
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aſked Reynard whether the water was 


7 


dri 
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. * Good!" ſays he; * ay, ſo vect that 1 


I have ſurfeited myſelf I have drank 
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ſo abundantly. The Goat upon 


s, without 
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Fox, tak 
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as nimbly leaped out, leavin g the poor Goat at 
the bottom of the well to ſhift for himſelf. 


APPLICATION: 


The doctrine taught us by this fable is no 
more than this, that we ought to conſider who 
it is that adviſes us before we follow the advice: 

for, however plauſible the counſel may ſeem, 
if the perſon that gives it is a crafty knave, we 


may be aſſured that he intends to ſerve himſelf 


in it more than us, if not to erect fornething to 


N - 


his own advantage out of our ruin. 


The little, poor, country attorney, ready to 
periſh, and ſunk to the loweſt depth of pO- 
verty for want of employment, by ſuch arts as 
theſe draws the *ſquire his neighbour into the 
gulph of the law; till, laying hold on the : 
branches of his revenue, he lifts himſelf out of 
obſcurity, and leaves the other immured in the 


bottom of a mortgage. 
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the certain number, he could not rightly diſ- 

tinguiſh them; from which it happened that 
he took up ſome of the arrows which belonged 
to Death, and left ſeveral of his own in the 
room of them. This is the cauſe that we, now 
and then, ſee the hearts of the old and decrepit 
transfixed with the bolts of Ls and with 
equal grief and ſurpriſe behold the youthful 
blooming part of our ſpecies ſmitten with the 
darts of Death. 


APPLICATION. 
If we allow for this fable's being written by 
a heathen, and according to the ſcheme of the 
ancient pagan theology, it will appear to be a. 
pretty probable ſolution of ſome parts. of the 
diſpenſation of Providence, which otherwiſe: 
ſeem to be obſcure and unaccountable. For,. 
when we ſee the young and the old fall pro- 
miſcuouſly by the hand of Death, and at the 


* 


533 


ſame time conſider that the world is governed 


by an all- wiſe Providence, we are puzzled how 


to account for ſo ſeemingly prepoſterous and 


unnatural a way of working. We ſhould look 
upon a gardener to be mad, or at leaſt very 
capricious, who, when his young trees are juſt 
arrived to a degree of bearing, ſhould cut them 
down for fuel, and chooſe out old, rotten, de- 
cayed, ſapleſs ſtocks to graft and inoculate 
upon: yet the irregular proceedings of thoſe 
two levellers, Love and Death, appear to be 
every jot as odd and unreaſonable. However, 
we muſt take it for granted that theſe things, 
though the method of them is hidden from 
our eyes, are tranſacted after the moſt juſt and 
fit manner imaginable : but, humanly ſpeak- 
Ing, it is ſtrange that Death ſhould be ſuffered 
to make ſuch undiſtinguiſhed 8 in the 


world; and, at the ſame time, juſt as ſhocking 


and unnatural to ſee old age laid betwixt a pair 
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of wedding-ſheets, as it is for youth and beauty 


to be locked up in the cold emb 


grave. 
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poſe, at laſt he had recourſe to this expedient 


before h 


dered his Sons 
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to be called 
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a ſhort bundle of ſticks to be brou 
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ght; and 
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then commanded them, one by one, to try 


and ſtrength, they could 
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purpoſe; for the ſticks being cloſely and com- 
pactly bound up together, it was impoſſible for 
the force of man to do it. After this the Father 
ordered the bundle to be untied, and gave a 
ſingle ſtick to each of his Sons; at the ſame time 
biddin g him try to break it: which, when each 
did with all imaginable eaſe, the Father ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to them to this effect O my 
Sons, behold the power of unity! For if you, 
in like manner, would but keep yourſelves 
ſtrictly conjoined in the bonds of friendſhip, it 
would not be in the power of any mortal to 
hurt you R but, when once the ties of brotherly 
affection are diflolved, how ſoon do you fall to 
pieces, and are hable to be violated by every 
injurious hand that aſſaults you !” 


APPLICATION, 


Nothing is more neceſſary towards complet- 


ing and continuing the well-being of mankind, 


57 


than their entering into and preſerving friend- 

ſhips and alliances. The ſafety of a government 
depends chiefly upon this; and therefore it is 
weakened and expoſed to its enemies, in pro- 
portion as it is divided by parties. A kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf is brought to deſolation :” 


and the ſame holds good amon g al ſocieties 


and corporations of men, from the conſtitution 


of the nation down to every little parochial 
veſtry. But the neceſſity of friendſhip extends 
itſelf to all ſorts of relations in life, as it con- 
duces mightily to the advantage of particular 
clans and families. Thoſe of the ſame blood and 


lineage have a natural diſpoſition to unite to- 


gether ö which they ought by all means to cul- 


tivate and improve. It muſt be a great comfort 
to people, when they fall under any calamity, 


to know that there are many others ſympathiſe 


with them; a great load of grief 1 is mightily 


leſſened, when it is parcelled out into many 
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60 
true, replied the Stag, though I know not how 
to account for it: I am indeed vigorous, and 
able enough, I think, to make my party good 
any where, and often reſolve with myſelf that 
nothing ſhall ever diſmay my courage for the 
future; but, alas! I no ſooner hear the voice 


of a hound but all my ſpirits fail me, and 1 


cannot help making off as faſt as ever my legs 


can carry me. 


APPLICATION. 


This is the caſe of many a cowardly bully 
in the world. He is diſpoſed to be imperious 
and tyrannical, and to inſult his companions, 
and takes all opportunities of acting according: 


to his inclination ; but yet is cautious where he 


makes his haunts, and takes care to have to do 


only with a herd of raſcally people, as vile and 


mean as himſelf. A man of courage quaſhes 


him with a word; and he whe has threatened 


61 


death in every ſentence, for a twelvemonth to- 
gether, to thoſe whom he knew it would af- 
fright, at the very frown of an intrepid man 
has leaped out of a window. It is no unpleaſant 


ſight to be preſent when any of theſe gentle- 


men happen to be diſarmed of their terror be- 


fore the face of their humble admirers : there 


is a ſtrange boiſterous ſtruggle. betwixt fear, 
ſhame, and revenge, which blinds them with 
confuſion; and, though they would fain exert 


a little courage, and ſhew themſelves men, yet, 


they know not how, there is ſomething within 


which will not ſuffer them to do it. The pre- 


dominance of nature will ſhew itſelf upon 


occaſion, in its true colours, through all the diſ- 


guiſes which artful men endeavour. to throw 


over it. Cowardice, particularly, gives us but 


the more ſuſpicion when it would conceal it- 
ſelf under an affected fierceneſs; as they who 


would ſmother an ill ſmell by a cloud of per- 
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fume are imagined to be but the more offen- 
five. When we have done all, Nature will re- 
main what ſhe was, and ſhew herſelf whenever 
ſhe is called upon; therefore whatever we do 
in contradiction to her laws is ſo forced and 
affected that it muſt needs expoſe and make 
us ridiculous. We talk nonſenſe when we would 
argue againſt it: like Teague, who being aſked 
why he fled from his colours, ſaid, his heart 
was as good as any in the regiment, but pro- 


teſted his cowardly legs would run away with 


him whatever he could do. 
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the field one 
day, when the ſtag was almoſt run down, he 


ing in 


ceable. However, be 


rvi 


unſe 


him, 


and ſeized him by one of his haunches; but, 


in wi 


happened to be the firſt that came 


his decayed and broken teeth not being able to 
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him quite out. Upon which his maſter, being 


in a great paſſion, and going to ſtrike him, the 
honeſt old creature is ſaid to have barked out 
his apology — Ah! do not ſtrike your poor old 
ſervant; it is nat my hicartiafd inclination, 

but my ſtrength and ſpeed, that fail you. If 
what I now am dif] pleaſes, pray don't forget 
what I have been“ ps 


* 


APPLICATION. 


This fable may ſerve to give us a general 


view of the ingratitude of the greateſt part of 
mankind. Notwithſtanding all the civility and 
* complaiſance that is uſed among people where 
there 1s a common intercourſe of buſineſs, yet 
let the main ſpring, the probability of their 
being ſerviceable to each other, either in point 
of pleaſure or profit, be but once broken, and 
farewell courteſy: ſo far from continuing any* 


regard in behalf of paſt favours, it is very well 
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if they forbear doing any thing that is injuri- 
ous- If the maſter had only ceaſed to careſs 
and make much of the Old Hound, when he 
was paſt doing any ſervice, it had not been 
very ran ge; but to treat a poor creature ill, | 
not for a failure of inclination, but merely a 
defect of nature, muſt, notwithſtandin g the 
crowd of examples there are to countenance it, 
be pronounced inhuman and unreaſonable. 

There are two accounts upon which people 
that have been uſeful are frequently neglected. 
One, when they are ſo decayed, either through 
age or ſome accident, that they are no longer 
able to do the ſervices they have formerly done; 
the other, when the occaſion or emergency 
which required ſuch talents no longer exiſts. 
Pheædrus, who more than once complains of 
the bad conſequences of a ge, makes no other 
application to this fable than by telling his 


friend Philetus, with ſome regret, that he wrote 
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it with ſuch a view; having, it ſeems, been re- 


paid with neglect, or worſe uſage, for ſervices 
done in his youth to thoſe who were then able 


to afford him a better recompenſe. 
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from granting his unreaſonable requeſt, hence- 
forward he would take care his ears ſhould be 
ſhortened, as a puniſhment for his preſump- 


tuous importunity. 


APPLICATION. 


The nature of things is ſo fixed in every 
particular, that they are very weak ſuperſti- 
tious people who dream it is to be altered. But, 
beſides the impoſſibility of producing a change 
by addreffes of this nature, they who employ 
much of their time upon ſuck accounts, in- 
ſtead of getting; are ure to loſe in the end. 
When any man is fo frivolous and vexatious 
as to make unreaſonable complaints, and to 
harbour undue repinings in his heart, his 
peeviſhneſs will lefſen the real goods which 
he poſſeſſes, and the ſourneſs of his temper 
| ſhorten that allowance of comfort which he 
already thinks too ſcanty. Thus, in truth, it 
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which would be very agreeable and becoming. 


He did ſo, and made a long harangue upon the 
un profitableneſ s of tails in general, and endea- 
voured chiefly to ſhew the awkwardneſs and 
inconvenience of a fox's tail in particular: 
adding, that it would be both more graceful 
and more expeditious to be altogether without 
them; and that, for his part, what he had only 
imagined and conjectured before, he now found 
by experience; for that he never enjoyed him- 
ſelf ſo well, and found himſelf ſo eaſy, as he 
had done ſince he cut off his tail. He aid no 
more, but looked about with a briſk air, to ſee 
what proſelytes he had gained; when a fly old 
thief in the company, who underſtood trap, 
anſwered him with a leer— I believe you may 


have found a conveniency in parting with your 
tail, and, when we are in the ſame circum- 
ſtances, perhaps we may do ſo too. 
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If men were but generally as prudent as 
vain crea 


foxes, they would not ſuffer ſo many ſilly 
faſhions to obtain as are daily brought in 
are intended to palliate ſome defect in the per- 
which only one of them has been guilty. And 
it is no wonder that Alexander the Great could 
ſlaves, when we conſider what power of this 
nature ſome little inſignificant dapper fellows 


vogue, for which ſcarce any reaſon can be 
aſſigned beſides the humour of ſome conceited 


ſon that introduces them. The pett 


a prodigious extent, to ſcreen an enormity of 
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have had amon g a free people. 
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have a tolerable voice. If it is but as fine as 


your complexion, I do not know a bird that 
can pretend to ſtand in competition with you. 
The Crow, tickled with this very civil lan- 
guage, neſtled and riggled about, and hardly 
knew where ſhe was; but thinking the Fox a 
little dubious as to the particular of her voice, 
and having a mind to ſet him right in that 
matter, began to ſing, and in the ſame inſtant 
let the cheeſe drop out of her mouth. This 
being what the Fox wanted, he chopped it up 
in a moment, and trotted away, laughing to 
himſelf at the eaſy credulity of the Crow. 


APPLICATION. 


They that love flattery (as it is to be feared 
too many do) are in a fair way to repent of 
their foible at the long u And yet how few 
are there among the whole race of mankind 


who may be ſaid to be full proof againſt its 


77 
attacks! The groſs way by which it is managed 


by ſome filly practitioners is enou gh to alarm 


itſelf upon the quickneſs of its inſight into the 
little plots of this nature: but let the ambuſ- 
cade be diſpoſed with due judgment, and it will 
ſcarce fail of ſeizing the moſt guarded heart. 
How many are tickled to the laſt degree with 


the pleaſure of flattery, even while they are 


applauded for their honeſt deteſtation of it! 


There is no way to baffle the force of this en- 
gine but by every one's examining impartially 
for himſelf the true eſtimate of his own qua- 
lities: if he deals ſincerely in the matter, no- 


body can tell ſo well as himſelf what degree of 


eſteem ought to attend any of his actions, and 


therefore he ſhould be entirely eaſy as to the 
opinion men are like to have of them in the 


world. If they attribute more to him than is 


his due, they are either deſigning or miſtaken; 


the dulleſt apprehenſion, and make it to value 


1 
1 


1 
+ 
3, + 

LO * 

448 

1 ko 
v1 6 2! 

1 ' 

* 0 

51 T3} 

q Y 17 

„. a 
einn 
| Low +») 205 

4 AJ 4 

4 114 2598 7 

' WM vb. 1 

* 7 14 

TRY x 
l 
e 
* 1 
N 
P 5 1 
min. 
745 i; 14 
1 1414 

1» $185 2 

ee 

1 1 2 * 

LL i} 

0 bt: a If a 

4149 5 FI 

WT, 5 

y 29 hs 

WH 

.. 

1 4 Ni 

1 

14 n 

Ws 

LY 4) 394.4 

1 
1 i781 
Wet 

&?'? 17 

I LI 
115 1 
440 N 

Nie 
+ | l Them 10 

67 FE | 
14 

[AS 11444 

„N 1 N 

18 1171 

4 Ning 

ay f AIFET 

g NN 

| 73-48 

Nine 

\ Fay 

$I +4 bd 

0008 

1! | } 40 
4 1 
44 179 

5 115 

ie 1 
an 
j 4% 1 

Wang te! t; 
1 1 14; v4 
4 13:76 iin 
5 {+ 000 

Nut 90 

My 42 + 354 

*| HB 

eie 

Aer 

4 N 

in 
1 17 
I'S {5.45% 
Y \ © "ry 
en 
1 2 7 
N 
15 HE 

31:1; 146 

Mee 
Th it l 
44,1; 4. 

; N 

1 "Ras 

TM. 

5 ie 

nn 

T0 [ITS b 

31 4 if 

$745 ? 17 $13 

1 1 1 

6 1. 11 

A is 

1 I; LY) 

14 
7 * 
1 

netic: * 

ne 

I. 161 

i 

[4 ENS 4 | 

N 15 

. ; - 

{CULT 

1 I 

i 1 

* 1 

11 

a LY - 

1 75 7 

. 1 1 
F = L 
1 

4 3 1 

+ 11240088 

+ FS 
44 1+} 

ee 

; ke 0400 
e 
"I FER74 
{+ $4 288 
ain 
{HY 
(14 21 
e 
e a, \ 
"4518 MP4 
; 132.414 
$4008 
L 41 
ie 

D 

ec f 
\ I ! 
4; 7% 
T 7 

1 x 

* 4 

Ne 

uy 

KIRIN 
Ne 
ieee 
B43 133 2208 4 
an 
3 RG 

' 16:18 
"Tt - 75 
$17 5444 EIS 

\ 13754 $5379 

+ CSRES-ETSETY 
Ti Hed 

en 
in 
H 
11 
1 
1 "1 \ 
17 
1 
14 
Os 
198 
ee 

ins 4171. 
e 
18 iin 
ei 

F o 

1 in 

* N 7 
wth! 1 
* ? 

＋ 2 
__ + 4.4 

i * $4 Fo, 
: f 55 
n A. 71 
pew | 4 
E F 19 ; 

+308 #3 i 
tt $21 4 
HORS 
2 253000 1 
2 HM 
2 dt 
4% 584 
I. 7 7 
+ » 32 

Radek) cf 
"IN 11 
3 HERR 

De 
2 1 + 
\ Pally 

n 
1 

75 bi 31 
2 10 1 
7 5 17 
* +008 
52 * 14 
= © 1 4237 

a 

r Ws 
ee 
Dine 

5. $33 4458 

| Hl; 

> Y . 

. 171 
1 in 
1 th 
v7 enn 
I \ 4.434 

1 

e 
"$7.1 5784 
£43 5 
81's 1 
24 409 
Re 
een 

11 11 

TIF 5: 

{ ti 

{x $29) 

| : F:4Y 

„ 

D 
1 + 4281 

$3 7 

4. 24-5 
45702: 20 

einen 

i 
: 0 un 

+4 | +808 
* PA... 
x4 1 

ay \ 750 

4 7 
+7 FLY, 

e 

1 T4 1 

10% 

l 

1 

S745 

1 0 

18 - * 

1 4 
- * 

y : 7 
ii, 

+ (+ . „ 
Ik 
% 9 
RG q 

ot 

1 F! bs * 
1 
ne 

LF 000 

TE. 166 

» . 

$17 + 

LY 
N 


* 
* — 
— 22 
< 48 nie Irch 
5. Ws — 
— 1 


5 N 1 2 n 
Fa n De 2 i: 
1 n „% 
« 2 1 * — 
WP We ER * * * > » WF 
„„ T2 =o ot otro 
8 8 => 7,2 
= 8 — = — — ns 
- - — * 
- i 8 R — 

C R EK oy 
2 —— — 
———ů— 

—ů mn 
— DES — S— _ — te x og bn 
PP 
0 


. - 
_ 8 * — 

r — > 2. 49-1 3 , g 

— 5 ? r 

* — LY — FX 

7 N I - «ag 4 2 
* at 5 1 — 
— ——— 

A, | SES Po PEI Pn F< 

EDIT \ 


— — — 


22 ͤͤ *** 


78 


8E 6 1 8 * F 
- 0 at. 
2832 5 
0-0] 
2 $4 
1 
bag 23 Þ 
£ 8 2 8 8 
D — w- 
7 T2 
D © © T3 3 
= 55 3 © 
8 E == 5 
A 35S 3 5 
. 
Z TI 308 
. © © 'S) 
CEE SRL 
TY 5 - * Þ - 
ES 5 4 B- 


£ 


00% of Men tn 


«*r 


„ 


DIE —— — 


WAI ů ů * 2 


— 


— + 


— 8 


B — — — 


— = x 


—— A 2 — r r — 4 I — be 
Fo — . __ * r Re — * — — — « 
—— * 2 p Q CET — — — — 


„ 
— —.— CI 3 


A — + — — ——— — — - —— — . al — — = * oc - * 5 * by * 
* ” * 8 3 N we 8 7 
a E ——— — ———ä — w 
ob oops p —— — — - 8 — 2 * 
. — — 7 — 2 — — — das "+ nn 
A > * 
F — — weed amy Sie: —— 8 


— — &Uk.IZ—·—— —-- es 9 — — — 
—— ——— 4 — — — — — — gy e —— — 
* ; — — — 4 - & 
* 


= — — Q — 


— — 


. 


25 


— 
Gm he ans 


. . KT 
4 5 oy » on 5 20 — - "I rk AP, TIS 2 12 4 . K FE . Lore 

ee EE EE Es EE ina od tee ae 
"4 — « , 3 w_ — e 


N 


* —— — 


, 


2 
* - 
*y ' „ Za te; — 
, T. * 
% +» * 5 » . la, 
12 4 9 71 & * 
* 4 25 „ 3 
* N * 0 . N 4 
' i 4 : . 
1 4 4 * „ « ; 78 2 $« of 
* F = . of N 57 
y .,% 
* * x : 9, 
> F.- . 0 - * 
- - 8 ©; 00 
- * ad 1 N 
* 4 - 75 * 
* ” PS + $ 2 
- % is " - 2 L. =y þ 
' E's 9 
* 7" ov *. 
1 4 „ 5 * . 
* - - * 
25 * . 
* 7 * * 
* L 4” 
4 - Oo 1 *- * 
- 14 7 Pw. "28,4 
Z 4 a" 3 
82 «7 > * 4 
2 
as „ I . * k of * 
" 9 * "I — 
* 
* * @ b 4 1 - 3. . 
. 4 6 ** - * 4 
* 1 $ * : * » 
* * *. . w = 1 3 
86 * , 7 2. Po 4 « + 
* N * 4 
* 4% * * 
i | ** 
4 4 » 4 
; * * * ” * .* % 
Wa 7 c 0 
. * 
\ £ 4 * "4 
* * 
» . * 5 
* . 22 * P ; 
* 8 Yo 5 1 — 
5 - 
- . ” 
BY 1 4. 
1 %- = 
2 
5 1 
; \ 
q * - *« 
. 5 > 
4 k 
| 8 
1 
- 5 ; . 
> * 
* 
L » : CY 
* 
„ * 2 
* 1 # 
* ” % #* + 0 " 
*% ; 
: * 
* * 
4 * 
4 * 
0 * 
- 
5 
1 * 
4 . 
* 14% * 
. * 
* * N * a 
. _ + 
„ 
© ; 
7 4 
* 
E „ 
3 : . hn 
7 * 
* 
* 
- 
. 
LY © 
* 
* 8 
7 * " 
» 7 1 
*. 
— 
Pod 


3 we 
3 1 3 * 2 5 2 


CCC 


= 
rr 


IX 


oo 


WP 


— 


— 


N. 77H 


— ——.b— A . * = 0 _— COPE . — — — oor — 4 „„ EF — F - n — 22 — _ E — m, ww 5 © Ny — * —— — as <4 K — Y n — — 2 — , . P 
[> wk pip ru ect AN - R I 6 - — 2 © * IE 2 £ 8 = * T rere — _ K * . 6: * - hy 5 4 r n 2 EC EITEN= If e - << ie 9 we nl F . 8 * you? a — wa * 
1 * * =o * 8 y * N * 2 PER 2 Y 7 0 — « * I Tay his $68 n in — - : x. : . . me a 3 on, ru . _—_ FRI - ETC 
WAR ee eB. nas " - W q L \ p \ o _—_— 2 — * 4 


— —— 


— 


FABLE LXVIII. 


St A 4p, 1. - Ap De -- 
— —— od, . FAD. - — * 
. * 


= — — — 


. 2 
— — ——— ey a 


* 


4 2 40 
I ” k 
' 4% - 1 
| 5 "hg 
1 L . 4 
# TAE. Toh MP 
* E £344 


ering 1n 


1 8 
3 
R 
3 
2 % 
47" W 
ö ps 


* 
2 
— 
Se © 
E J 


4 

* 

* 
* 
3 


Fe 


0s, 5 1 : 5 1 


— 


- 
- - 5 
F 75» 

* N 

1 5 
* 4 * 

l * 
| k 


4 


— 


N 4 8 
p 4 TIER TAS 
PE ; £2 N 
1 * N x 


* 
- 
2 7 
5 
£ 
A 
- 
* 
+ 
* 
* 
"Ea 
$0 
8 
a 
A 
Wa 
y 8 p n Bo I 
4 bo, > "te. 


2 
* 
g 
F 
* 
8 
N 
* 
LY 
7 
1" 


* 
1 
*., 

_ 

* 
i 

» © 

* 


- 


im go, aſſu 


lowin 


1 
> 8 8 2 A 
2 2 3 8 £8 = 
= ” 
3 2 8 3 £ | 
CS. 3 #8 23 
— 7 * 
* 8 8 
= © = 5 0 
„ 
1 | 
21% 
< 8. 
2 2 © 
= 
=] 
S 
.>0 


came and took h 
cill him, 
ring 


SA == 
done any harm to him. 


the net, 
going to 
let h 


* 


„ n 


o 
——— \ —_— ” 8 
= = — - \ - - — - 
_—_— ys, g n . rr 2 0 1 grn_ — — Say PO LAS traps > & b 
ba - 2 ow 1 e x ET y p ks — D 


> dt ny 


2 * p 3 7 8 n 4 a>" y - + % 

222 2 —— > 2 5 < — — — 8 SEPT — n | N go 8 . xc. 1 8 _= — 
PPP . mw . NE, ' — oats ov: "5% 
wy” 1 5 : n Er” r 


—_ o 
_ 322 1 
_ — — — —— ——— — 2 — 


r 


1 
ä Go 
© 2 


* 
— 
117 0 
„ 


replied— * And what harm had the poor pigeon 


done to you?” Upon which he wrung his head 
off * 


', APPLICATION, 

Paſſion, prejudice, or power, may ſo far 
blind a man as not to ſuffer him juſtly to diſ- 
tinguifh whether he is not acting injuriouſſy 
at the ſame time that he fancies he 1 is only do- 
ing his duty. Now the beſt way of being con- 
vinced whether what we do is reaſonable and 
fit is to put ourſelves i in the place of the per- | 
ſons with whom we are concertied, and then 
confult our conſcience about the rectitude of 

our behaviour. For this we may be aſſured 


„ 5 of, that we are acting wrong whenever we are 


* N 1558 > F > "7 yg +. * 
I * pe * 
L a oe we IHE * FSF 


doing any thing to another which we ſhould 
think unjuſt if it was done to us. Nothing 


but an habitual inadvertency as to this parti- 


cular can be the occaſion that ſo many in- 
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genious noble ſpirits are often engaged in 
courſes ſo oppoſite to virtue and honour. He 
that would ſtartle, if a little attorney ſhould 
tamper with him to forſwear himſelf, to bring 
off ſome ſmall offender, ſome ordinary treſ- 
paſſer, wil, without ſcruple, infringe the con- 
ſtitution of his country for the precarious 


proſpect of a place or a penſion. Which is 


wel corrupt, he that lies, like a knight of the 


poſt, for half-a-crown and a dinner, or he that 


does it for the more ſubſtantial conſideration. 


of a thouſand pounds a year? Which would 
be doing moſt ſervice to the public; giving 
true teſtimony in a cauſe between two private 
men, and againſt one little common thief 


who has ſtolen a gold watch; or voting 


honeſtly and courageouſly againſt a rogue of 


ſtate, who has gagged and bound the laws, 


and ſtripped the nation? Let thoſe who intend 


to act juſtly but view * in this light, 
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who chanced to be -prowling near the door 


juſt at that time, heard the expreſſion, and, 


- 


"n 


* 


believing the woman to be in earneſt, waited a 
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long while about the houſe in ex pectation of 
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aſleep, and the poor Wolf was forced to return 
back to the woods empty and ſupperleſs. The 
fox meeting him, and ſarpriſed to ſee him 
going home ſo thin and diſconſolate, aſked 
him what the matter WAS, and how he came 


to ſpeed no better that night ?— Ah! do not 


aſk me, ſays he; 1 was ſo ſilly as to believe 
what the Nurſe ſaid, and have been diſap- 


pointed. 


APPLICATION. 


All the moraliſts have agreed to interpret 


this fable as a caution to us never to truſt a 


woman. What reaſons they could have for 
giving ſo rough and uncourtly a prevept is 
not eaſy to be imagined: for, however fickle 
and wnſtable ſome women may be, it is well 
known there are ſeveral who have a greater 


regard for truth in what they aſſert or pro- 
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ſo ſhort a compaſs to expreſs a due concern 
for the honour of the ladies upon this occa- 
ſion, nor to ſhew how much one is diſpoſed to 
vindicate them: and, though there is nothing 
bad which can be ſaid to them but may, with 
equal juſtice, be averred of the other ſex, yet 


one would not venture to give them quite ſo 


abſolute a precaution as the old mythologiſts 


have affixed to this fable, but only to adviſe 
them to conſider well and thoroughly of the 


matter before they truſt any man living. 
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THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE. 
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yonder ſhall be the umpire of the race.” The 


gether. But the Hare, by reaſon of her ex- 
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ceedin g ſwiftneſs, outran the Tortoiſe to ſuch 


a degree, that ſhe made a jeſt of the matter; 


OOO 


* 
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and, finding herſelf a little tired, ſquatted in a 


tuft of fern that grew by the way, and took 
a nap; thinking that, if the Tortoiſe went by, 


ſhe could at any time fetch him up with all 
the eaſe imaginable. In the mean while the 


Tortoiſe came jogging on with ſlow but con- 


tinued motion; and the Hare, out of a too great 
ſecurity and confidence of victory, overſleep- 

ing herſelf, the Tortoiſe | arrived at the end of 
the race firſt. 


APPLICATION. 


Induſtry and application to buſineſs makes 
amends for the want of a quick and ready wit. 
Hence it is, that the victory is not always te 


the ſtrong, nor the race to the ſwift, Men of 
fine parts are apt to deſpiſe the drudgery af 
buſineſs; but, by affecting to ſhew the ſupe- | 
riority of their genius, upon many occaſions, 


chey run into too great an extreme the other 


- 
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way; and the adminiſtration of their affairs is 
ruined through idleneſs and neglect. What 
advantage has a man from the fertility of his 


invention, and the vivacity of his imagination, 
unleſs his reſolutions are executed with a ſuit- 
able and uninterrupted rapidity? In ſhort, your 


men of wit and fire, as they are called, are 


oftentimes ſots, ſlovens, and lazy fellows: they 


are generally proud and conceited to the laſt 


degree; and in the main not the fitteſt per- 
ſons for either converſation or buſineſs. Such 
is their vanity, they think the ſprightlineſs of 
their humour inconſiſtent with a plain ſober 
way of thinking and ſpeakin g, and able to 
atone for all the little neglects of their buſineſs 
and perſons. But the world will not be thus 
impoſed upon; the man who would gain the 


eſteem of others, and make his own fortune, 


muſt be one that carries his point effectually, 


and finiſhes his courſe without ſwerving or 
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are more likely to attain this than your briſk 
retailers of wit, with their affected ſpleen and 


no matter whether it be done by the ſallies of 


a refined wit, 
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and relieve his pain. The good-natured god- 


* — — 


J we —— — ⏑ IA! was 4 — - 


is prayers 


and heard h 
he roſe up from kneeling, the Cat, 


as propitious, 


deſs v 
before 


which he held in his arms, was transformed 
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into a beautiful girl. The Youth was tranſ- 


ported with joy, and married her that very 
day. At night they went to bed, and as the 
new bride lay encircled in the embraces of her 
amorous huſband, ſhe unfortunately heard a 
mouſe behind the hangings, and ſprung from 
his arms to purſue it. Venus, offended to ſee 


her facred rites profaned by fuch an indecent 


behaviour, and perceiving that her new con- 
vert, though a woman in outward appearance, 
was a Cat in her heart, the made her return 
10 her old form again, that her manners and 
perſon might be agreeable to each other. 


APPLICATION. 

People as to their manners and behaviour 
take a ſtrong bias from cuſtom and education, 
but 2 much ſtronger from Nature. Her laws 
are ſo ſtrong, that it is in vain for us to go to 


oppoſe them; we may refine and improve, 


93 


but can never totally alter her works. Upon 
this account it is that we oftentimes ſee ſilly, 
awkward blockheads diſplaying their idiotiſm 
and folly through all their enſigns of dignity ; 
for ſome natures are ſo coarſe and ruſtic that 
all the embroidery of a court cannot conceal 
them. Doubtleſs ſuch people were intended 
by Nature for nothing above driving hogs to 
a fair, and lau ghing at the jokes of a country 
Merry Andrew. Fotone has found them 
worthy of her favours, and given them a lift 
out of the mire: but yet they do not fail to 
give frequent indications of their true compo- 
ſition, by a thouſand little dirty actions. A 
fine equipage, and a great eſtate, may raiſe a 
man to an exalted ſtation, and procure a re- 
ſpect to his outward perſon; notwithſtanding 
which it may ſo happen, that every time he 
ſpeaks and acts he cannot help playing the 
fool for the blood of him. 
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him, and with a good cudgel made him ſenſi- 


« i £ 
&S 5 
2 8 
8 8 
8 8 
4 
3 8 
3.8 
2 

3 2 
8 * 
2 
3 

| — 

= 2 
4} V | 
S a 
31 
8 19 
323 


96 


APPLICATION. 


As all affectation is wrong, and tends to 
expoſe and make a man ridiculous, ſo the 
| more diſtant he is from the thing which he 
1 . affects to appear, the ſtronger will the ridicule 


be which he excites, and the greater the in- 
conveniencies into which he runs himſelf 
thereby. How ſtrangely | abſurd it 1s for a 
timorous perſon to procure a military poſt in 
| order to keep himſelf out of danger! and to 
f Wl fancy a red coat the fureſt protection for cow- 
1 ardice ! yet there have been thoſe who have 


purchaſed a commiſſion to avoid being infult- 


ed; and have been ſo filly as to think cou- 
rage was interwoven with a ſaſh, or tied up in 
a cockade. But it would not be amiſs for ſuch 
gentlemen to conlider, that it is not in the 


power of ſcarlet cloth to alter nature; and 
that, as it is expected a ſoldier ſhould ſhew 


himſelf a man of courage and intrepidity upon 


97 


all proper occaſions, they may by this means 
meet the dif grace they intended to avoid, and 
appear greater aſſes than they need to have 
done. However, it is not in point of fortitude 


only that people are liable to expoſe them- 


ſelves, by aſſuming a character to which they 


are not equal; but he who puts on a ſhew of 


learning, of reli gion, of a ſuperior capacity 


in any reſpect, or, in ſhort, of any virtue or 


knowledge to which he has no proper claim, 
is, and will always be found to be, An Aſs 


in a Lion's Skin.” 


VOL. + : H | , 


— — — 
7 — — a g 
een 2 —. 
- DO — - 
—_— 
— —— 
— — — 


11 
7h 
27191 
$504 
44 
1 
18 
1 
1 LIT 
n 
* 
1 
3 
i 
> 
S253, 
. 271 
11 
5 7 
1 
11 
* 
4 15 
1 
TRA 
TER 
4 E-D&L 
_ 
1 — 1 
SY 
7 
5 4 
· 
* 
4 "+5 
wo: 
I: 
þ 1 
. ft 5 
© Hy 
: 1 
. 
Iu 
3 75 
ö 
775 
4 
> , FY - 
387 x 
N 1 
l 17 
iy, 
1 
114 
1 N i 
* 4 
- 1+ 
* 
1 
4 
1 
i 
Tz 55 
31 
ar 
84 
ei 
5 
3 
+ MM 
4% 
110 
- * 
{15 
1 1 
: 
4 : 
* 
3 
1 
q 
; 
* * 
7 
Ie 
** 
1 
1 
E 
1 
48 
2 14 
$77 © 
0 : 
SLE 
Ml 
1 
1 
9 
ix 
* 
1 
1 
12 
| 
1 
1 
** 
197 


N => 
- 3 


* . = >=, OED TT — . I on 
— — — = 32 * by a. 
r BB - = Tv: 
—̃ ͤ ͤ—— AS I. —„— — te — 5 
— —— —- 0 —— 2 — — 
— 2 IT — — 
2 33 6 — +, Cats 2 
by F I d _ ho 


— — 


n 


— 
— — 
— - 


— . — ——— — lad * 
n 


n 


_— 
— 


* — Da 
— 1 7 
== REST ECT 
— — — 
r 


Fx 


2 IE AE a NEE 3/8 


, 
———— Ger IAEA gy 2 ĩ˙ 22 


Oo wat — 
rr 


. S rr roger FRG. WE ton i" 
— rs ow — 


— $5 Det 


CGE NOTTS 


Sa <-> <> 
— NE II IO EORR 

r 
. PII cr eye menu 

— 22 A 4 

- £5. I. 12 = : 

. 9 W mr 
—— r — . —— — 


— — — 
— won = pen — 
— Sa. -*>, — FS. . Deo 
— — — —— : 
= — 


— 
= 


Mm —— —— 
— — — 


— SO 


— 


0 — 
n —— — —— —V—— 


3 
= 


—— 


emi 


- 
AS 
* — 
* 


— — 


— — . | 
— — — — 
rey 


— 


Ay 
2 > 


die 


—ů— 


— — 
— — —— 


= —— — 
Ee Ln CN I = 


EEE 


. —— 
_ — 
7 Com Meh ban 
a 22227 
—— gg 


—S 


2 = 
rn nt.” 
— as 
-y- * — 5 


—— 
TV, 


* 


n 
o 


" 
- 
- 
f - 
Ll 
. 
. 
* 
* 
% 
A 
o 
- 
— 6 
2 A . 
9 . = - — ; | n 
| | n | 33 Dy : 8 e 8 by 
= I e e 5 3 | 
| g 
- 


NNE» 
. 3 3 


P 


1. ET 
+ 


23 


Q 
Rh 
Vac * 

k FIR — 14 


2 
2 


14, ; 


— 

x — 
I QC 

"> . _ 
- — 

=> \ 

— 

— 

— 

- g 1 

: | = 
: - = 

\ 
f 7 
if A 5 . 
E 
| 


I. 
ke 


0 Wind /'* 7 
UN 
1 22 ir 


7 4 * EH 
- : 717 * 7 
8 7 7 70 * 1,0 „ 

j j 1%. * 77 


Th 
\ 
114 


% 


| 4 7757. 
"al 


00 


— 


2 
— 


I 
« 14 1344 


[1 


/ / 74 . 


#4 t 


4 


* — 9% * 2 av = « 4 — — pens 4 — — _ - — 2 — RI IO - — — * — * — - Ty n "tn 2 — — : wa 2b * Fe ry — 5 
. dren cone Bier ge ER” 7 AA ++ R—_— 
we i Proc, vr ag — — eee —— * — 


x «, . 


© boi ter 1 
2 


3 
— mn —— - — — — nc ras nos — fy - ODS ba Nr 22 2 REST rt gonna na ; 8 FTIR}. i ua hr eg tbe iS e 
: & * 0 1 7 i - 8 — a e N j * al 0 . eee 2 


_ —— * 


— cnn 


FOI n 


* 


— Hg. > 


— IS. 
— A Jes dntnccr—o— om rt 2 rms 
— oats ey 


* 8 Se” eros = yy . —— — 2 
—— — — — N ores > — — — — 
4 — — - => ; —— — a 
. rn — bn - Q 5 
—— — „ — 
— 


a" 


Ont — — 
arr me EIT it SE 2 


: - - "8. 8 S. B. | 
| nt 1 E a 
| | ha * — — -Q | 
Wok. > WY 
| * Wi 2 2 
3 N 1 5 * - 


* 
» 
- 
an 


verb: the ſenſe of 


< 
vo 
an 


* 5 * 
„ 


wg fs 
Sh 

4 

» WY Bs 

7 ; * 

. ' ol 

Ls 7 N * 
* = — 4 
. ES fo 


ime in ex 


» 


Great cry 


toge 
e pre 
ble t 


4 


ed: rn Oe CS 


100 


portion to this fable; by which are expoſed all 


YI 


thoſe who promiſe ſomething exceeding great, | 
but come off with a production ridiculouſly 
little. Proj ectors of all kinds, who endeavour 
by artificial rumours to raiſe the expectations 
of mankind, and then by their mean perform- 
ances defeat and diſappoint them, have, time 


out of mind, been laſhed with the recital of 


ee 


this fable. How agreeably furpriſing is it to ſee 
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ſerving the commonwealth with juſtice and 
integrity, inſtead of ſmothering and embez- 


zling the public treaſure to his own private 
and wicked ends! and, on the contraty, how 
melancholy, how dreadful, or rather, how 
exaſperating and provoking a fi ght is it to 


behold one, whoſe conſtant declarati ons for 
liberty and the public good have raiſed peo- 
ple's expectations of him to the higheſt pitch, 
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as ſoon as he is got into power exerting his 
whole art and cunning to ruin and enſlave his 
country! The ſanguine hopes of all thoſe that 


wiſhed well to virtue, and flattered themſelves 


4 | with a reformation of every thing that op- 


poſed the well-being of the community, vaniſh 


away in ſmoke, and are loſt in a dark, gloomy, 


uncomfortable proſpect. 
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aſking him why he did ſo, he anſwered, 


that he did it to warm his hands. The honeſt © 


ſylvan having ſeen little of the world, ad- 


mired a man who was maſter of ſo valuable a 


quality as that of blowing heat, and therefore 
was reſolved to entertain him in the beſt man- 
ner he could. He ſpread the table before him 
with dried fruits of ſeveral ſorts; and pro- 
duced a remnant of cold cordial wine, which, 
as the rigour of the ſeaſon made very proper, 
he mulled with ſome warm ſpices, infuſed 
oyer the fire, and preſented to his ſhivering 
gueſt. But this the Traveller thought fit to 
blow likewiſe; and, upon the Satyr's demand- 
ing a reaſon why he blowee again, he replied, 
to cool his diſh. This ſecond anfwer provoked 
the Satyr's indignation as much as the firſt 
had kindled his ſurpriſe: ſo, taking the man 
by the ſhoulder, he thruſt him out of doors, 
ſaying, he would have nothing to do with a 


105 


.wretch who had ſo vile a quality as to blow 


hot and cold with the ſame mouth. 


APPLICATION. 


Though the poor Traveller in the fable 
was not guilty of any real crime in what he 
did, yet one cannot help approving the honeſt 
ſimplicity of the Satyr, who could not be re- 
conciled to ſuch double dealing. In the moral 
ſenſe of the fable, nothing can be more offen- 
five to one of a ſincere heart, than he that 
blows with a different breath from the ſame 
mouth ; who flatters a man to his face, and 
reviles him behind his back. Some again, juſt 
like this man, to ſerve a preſent view, will 
blow nothing but what is warm, benevolent, 
and cheriſhing; and, when they have raiſed 
the expectations of a dependent to a degree 
which they think may prove troubleſome, 


can, with putting on a cold air, eaſily chill 


106 

and blaſt all his blooming hopes. But ſuch a 
temper, whether it proceeds from a deſigned 
or natural levity, is deteſtable, and has been 
the cauſe of much trouble and mortification to 
many a brave deſerving man. Unleſs the tenor 
of a man's life be always true and conſiſtent 
with itſelf, the leſs one has to do with him the 
better. 
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half. The old Kite replied Indeed, dear 


ſpair of doing you any ſerv 


ſon, I would willin gly undertake any thing to 
ſave your life, but I have great reaſon to de- 
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thing of the gods in favour of one whoſe 


whole life has been a continual fcene of rapine 
and injuſtice, and who has not ſcrupled, upon 
occaſion, to rob the very altars themſelves?” 


APPLICATION. 


The rehearſal of this fable almoſt un- 
avoidably draws our attention to that very 
ſerious and important point, the conſideration 
of a death-bed repentance. And, to expoſe 
the abſurdity of relying upon ſuch a weak 
foundation, we need only aſk the ſame queſ- 
tion with the Kite in the fable: how can he 
that has offended the gods all his life-time, by 
doing acts of diſhonour and injuſtice, expect 
that they ſhould be pleaſed with him at laſt 
for no other reaſon but becauſe he fears he 
ſhall not be able to offend them any longer? 
when, in truth, ſuch a repentance can ſignify 


nothing but a confirmation of his former im- 
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and ſo unbecoming yourſelf; conſider, I never 


did you any wrong, and am but a poor ſmall 


morſel for ſuch a ſtomach as yours; rather 


attack ſome larger fowl, which may brin g you 
more credit and a better meal, and let me go. 
— Ay?! ſays the Hawk, *© perſuade me to it if 
you can: I have been upon the watch all day 
long, and have not met with one bit of any 
thing till I caught you; and now you would 
have me let you go, in hopes of ſomething 
better, would you? Pray, who would be the 
fool then 


APPLICATION. 


They who neglect the opportunity of reap- 
ing a ſmall advantage in hopes they ſhall ob- 
tain a better are far from acting upon a reaſon- 
able and well-adviſed foundation. The figure 
of Time is always drawn with a ſingle lock of 
hair hanging over his forehead, and the back 
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part of his head bald; to put us in mind 


that we ſhould be ſure to lay hold of an 
occaſion when it preſents itſelf to us, leſt 
afterwards we repent us of our omiſſion and 


folly, and would recover it when it is too 


late. It is a very weak reaſon to give for 


our refuſal of an offer of kindneſs, that we 


do it becauſe we deſire or deſerve a better; for 


it is time enough to relinquiſh the ſmall affair 
when the great one comes, if ever it does 


come, But, ſuppoſing it ſhould not, how can 


we forgive ourſelves for letting any thing ſlip 


through our hands, by vainly gaping after 


ſomething elſe, which we never could obtain? 


7 He who has not been guilty of any of theſe 


kinds of errors, however poorly he may come 


off at laſt, has only the malice of fortune, or 
of ſomebody elſe, to charge with his ill ſuc- 
ceſs; and may applaud himſelf with ſome 


comfort, in never having loſt an opportunity, 
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though ever ſo ſmall, of bettering and im- 
proving his circumſtances. Unthinking peo- 
ple have oftentimes the unhappineſs to fret 
and teaſe themſelves with retroſpects of this 
kind, which they, who attend to the buſineſs 


of life as they ought, never have occaſion to 
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voice, you have the advantage in point of 
beauty and largeneſs of perſon.'— Ah! ſays 
he, but what avails my filent unmeaning 


beauty, when I am ſo far excelled in voice!— 


The goddeſs diſmiſſed him, bidding him con- 


ſider, that the properties of every creature 


were appointed by the decree of fate: to him 


0 beauty; ſtrength to the eagle; to the night- 


in gale a voice of melody; the faculty of ſpeech 
to the parrot; and to the dove innocence. 


4 hat each of theſe was contented with his 


own peculiar ants 3 and unleſs he had a 


mind to be miſerable, he muſt learn to be ſo 


£t00. 


APPLICATION: 


Since all things, as Juno ſays, are fixed by 


dhe eternal and unalterable decree of fate, 


how abſurd it is to hear people complaining 
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is impoſſible ever to obtain! They who are 


that is impracticable, ſhould ſpare for no pains 
to cultivate and recommend thoſe they have; 


which a ſourneſs and peeviſhneſs of temper, 


If we had all the deſirable properties in the 


contented with them; and if a man, by a 
right way of thinking, can reconcile himſelf 
to Bis own condition, whatever it be, he will 
fall little ſhort of the moſt complete ſtate that 


mortals ever enjoyed. 


ambitious of having more good qualities, ſince 


inſtead of improving, will certainly leſſen and 


impair, whether they are of the mind or body. 


world, we could be no more than eaſy and 
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* but I am not one of thoſe fools who quit a cer- 


tainty in expectation of an uncertainty.” 


APPLICATION. 


This fable points much the ſame way as the 


ſeventy- ſixth, ſo that one moral may very well 


ſerve for both. But the leſſon they teach is ſo 
uſeful and inſtructive, that a repetition of it 


is by no means ſuperfluous. The precept 


which they would inſtil into us is, never to 
let flip the preſent opportunity, but to ſecure 


to ourſelves every little advantage, juſt in the 


nick that it offers, without a vain reliance : 


upon, and fruitleſs expectation of, ſomething 
better in time to come. We may cheer up 
our ſpirits with hoping for that which we 
cannot at preſent obtain; but at the ſame 


time let us be ſure we give no occaſion of 
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ſtances are the richeſt and fatteſt. In any caſe 


of perſecution money hangs like a dead 


weight about a man; and we never feel gold 
ſo heavy as when we endeavour to make off 
with it. Therefore wiſe and politic miniſters 
of ſtate, whenever they ſee a ſtorm begin to 
gather over their heads, always take care to 
unlade themſelves of a good part of their 
cargo; and, by this means, ſeldom find but 
the blaſts of obloquy, through which. they 
are to make their way, are leſs deaf and in- 
exorable than the ſtormy waves of the ocean. 
Indeed, poverty is too frequently the occaſion 
of men's being treated as if they were guilty 
of the greateſt crimes and reproaches; but 
then theſe ſort of criminals have this ad- 
vantage, that no one thinks fit to treat them 
with any thing worſe than contempt : where- 
as if any pretence can be found to fall upon 


the man who is rich, it is a miracle if he eſ- 
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capes with both life and money. In ſhort, 


riches are like the baggage of an army: very 
uſeful while we lie in quiet poſſeſſion of the 
camp, or are powerful enough to defy the 
enemy; but when once we are put to the 
rout, if we would get off with our lives or 
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liberties, we muſt quit our baggage as ſoon as 


poſſible, and leave it for plunder to our pur- 


ſuers. Nay, however ſtrongly intrenched we 


may think ourſelves, as long as money is in 
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APPLICATION. 


He that catches at more than belongs to 
him, juſtly deſerves to loſe what he has. Yet 


nothing .is more common, and, at the ſame 


ciple. It prevails from the king to the pea- 


narchs have been drawn in, by this greedy 
humour, to graſp at the dominions of their 


more to feed their luxury, but to gratify their 
inſatiable appetite for vain-glory. If the kings. 
of Perſia could have been contented with their 
own vaſt territories, they had not loſt all Aſia 
for the ſake of a little petty ſtate of Greece. 
And France, with all its glory, has, ere now, 
been reduced to the laſt extremity by the fame 


unjuſt encroachments. 
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from walking about his fields and gardens, 


and was ſeated in his eaſy chair, but the Aſs, 


who obſerved him, came gamboling and bray- 


ing towards him, in a very awkward manner. 

The maſter could not help laughing aloud at 
the odd ſight. But his jeſt was ſoon turned 
into earneſt, when he felt the rough falute of 


che Aſs's fore-feet, who, raifing himſelf upon 
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a moſt loving air, and would fain have jump- 
ed into his lap. The good man, terrified at 


this outrageous behaviour, and unable to en- 
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dure the weight of ſo heavy a beaſt, cried out; 


upon which, one of his ſervants running in 


with a good ſtick, and laying on heartily upon 
the bones of the poor Aſs, ſoon convinced 
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him that every one who deſires it is not qua- 
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APPLICATION. 
Some men are as engaging in their way as 


little dogs. They can fawn, wheedle, cringe, 


or, if occaſion requires, leap backward and 


forward over a ſtick, to the great emolument 
of their maſter, and entertainment of thoſe 
that behold them. But theſe are qualifications 
to which every body cannot pretend; and 
therefore none but thoſe who have a genius 
for it ſhould aſpire at the employment. Many 


a man envies the happineſs of theſe favourites, 


and would fain inſinuate himſelf into the ſame 


good graces, if he did but know the way; but, 
whoever has a tolerable ſhare of diſcretion, 
will diſtruſt his abilities in this reſpect, and 
modeſtly forbear the attempt, for fear he 
ſhould miſcarry and look like an Aſs. But, 
in ſhort, the true moral of this fable is, that 


every one ſhould conſider the juſt turn and 


temper of his parts, and weigh the talents by 
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which he hopes to be diſtinguiſhed. After 


ſuch an examination, he may the more cer- 


tainly know how to apply them to the moſt 


proper purpoſes; at leaſt, ſo as not to hurt, or 
even mortify himſelf, by any miſtaken addreſs. 
Since there is ſuch a variety of tempers in the 
world, and a no leſs multiplicity of arts and 
ſtudies to fit and tally with them, how rea- 
ſonable is it in general, how much would it 


be for the true intereſt of every one in parti- 


cular, if men would but be directed, by the 


natural bent of their genius, to ſuch purſuits 


as are moſt agreeable to their capacities, and 


to the rudiments of education which they 


have moſt ſtrongly imbibed. 
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FABLE LXXXII. 
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THE WOLF AND THE CRANE. 
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A Worx, after devouring h 
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to have a bone ſtick in his throat, 


hich gave 
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that he went howling up 


pain, 


In uch N 


him ſo 
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and down, and importuning every creature he 
met to lend him a kind hand in order to his 
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relief; nay, he promiſed a reaſonable reward 
tion with ſucceſs. At laſt the Crane, tempted 
h the lucre of the reward, and ha 


to any one that ſhould undertake the opera- 


g firſt 


vin 


wit 


procured him to confirm his promiſe with an 
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able; I had your head in my mouth, and could 


have bit it off whenever I pleaſed, but ſuffer- 


134 
oath, undertook the buſineſs, and ventured 
his long neck into the rapacious felon's throat. 
In ſhort, he plucked out the bone, and expect- 
ed the promiſed gratuity. When the Wolf, 
turning his eyes diſdainfully towards him, ſaid, 


—* I did not think you had been ſo unconſcion- 


ed you to take it away without any damage, 


and yet you are not contented,” 


APPLICATION. 


There is a ſort of people in the world, to 


whom a man may be in the wrong for doing 
ſervices, upon a double ſcore; firſt, becauſe 
they never deſeryed to have a good office done 
them; and ſecondly, becauſe, when once en; 
gaged, it is ſo hard a matter to get well rid of 
their acquaintance, 


This fable is not an example of ingratitude, 


135 


as at firſt ſight it ſeems to be, and as ſome of 
the mythologiſts have underſtood it; to make 
it a parallel in that caſe, the Crane ought to 
have been under ſome difficulties in his turn, 
and the Wolf have refuſed to affiſt him when 
it was in his power. The whole ſtreſs of it 
lies in this: that we ought to conſider what 
kind of people they are to whom we are de- 
fired to do good offices, before we do them ; 
for he that grants a favour, or even confides 
in a perſon of no honour, inſtead of finding 
his account in it, comes off well if he is no 
ſufferer. | 
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FABLE LXXXIIL 


THE ENVIOUS MAN AND THE 
COVETOUS. 


£ 


kh N Ervibus Man a to be offering up. 


his prayers to Jupiter juſt in the time and } 


place with. a covetous miſerable fellow. Ju- 


piter, not carin g to be troubled with their im- 


pertinences himſelf, ſent Apollo to examine | 
the merits of their petitions, and to give them | 


ſuch relief as he ſhould think proper. Apollo 
therefore opened his commiſſion, and withal 
told them that, to make ſhort of the matter, 
Whatever the one aſked the other ſhould have it 
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double. Upon this, the Covetous Man, though 
he had a thouſand things to requeſt, yet for- 


bore to aſk firſt, hoping to receive a dou- 
ble quantity; for he concluded that all men's 
wiſhes ſympathized with his. By this means, 
the Envious Man had an opportunity of pre- 


ferring his petition firſt, which was the thing 


he aimed at; ſo, without much heſitation, 


he prayed to be relieved, by having one of 


his eyes put out: knowing that, of conſe- 


quence, his com panion would be deprived of 


APPLICATION. 


In this fable the folly of thoſe two vices, 


envy and avarice, is fully expoſed, and hand- 
ſomely rallied. The miſer, though he has 


the riches of the world, without ſtint, laid 


open to his choice, yet dares not name the 


ſum, for fear another ſhould be richer than 


139 
himſelf. The advantage of a double quantity, 
by receivin g laſt, is what he cannot bear to 
loſe, and he fares accordin gly. The envious 
man, though he has a power of calling for 
good things, without meaſure, to himſelf or 


others, yet waves this happy privilege, and 1s 


content to puniſh himſelf by a very great loſs, 


even that of an eye, that he may bring down 


a double portion of the like calamity upon 


another. Theſe are the true tempers of the 


covetous and envious; one can ſcarce deter- 


mine, whether they are more miſchievous to 
themſelves, or to the public; but it is mani- 
feſt that they are highly noxious to both, and 
ſhould be treated accordingly. 
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Panion o 
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* O, replies the other, keep as far off as 


ever you can, I entreat you 
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you againſt me, or me againſt you, I am ſure 
to be the ſufferer; and therefore, 1 beg of you, 


do not let us come near one another.” 


APPLICATION. 


A man of a moderate fortune, who is con- 
tented with what he has, and finds he can 
live happily upon it, ſhould take care not to 
hazard and expoſe his felicity by conſorting with 
the great and the powerful. People of equal 


conditions may float down the current of life, 


without hurting each other: but it is a point 
of ſome difficulty to ſteer one's courſe in the 
company of the great, ſo as to efcape with- 
out a bulge. One would not chooſe to have 
one's little country-box ſituated in the neigh- 
bourhood of a very great man; for whether 
I ignorantly treſpaſs upon him, or he know- 
ingly encroaches. upon me, I only am like 


to be the ſufferer. I can neither entertain 
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FABLE LXX XV. 
THE Fox AND THE S TORK. 
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table but ſome minced meat in a glaſs jar, the 


neck of which was ſo deep, and ſo narrow, 
that, though the Stork with his long bill made 
a ſhift to fill his belly, all that the Fox, who 
was very hungry, could do, was to lick the 


brims, as the Stork ſlabbered them with his 


eating. Reynard was heartily vexed at firſt: 


but, when he came to take his leave, owned 
ingenuouſly, that he had been uſed as he de- 
ſerved; and that he had no reaſon to take any 


treatment ill, of which himſelf had ſet the ex- 
ample. 


* 


APPLICATION. 


It is mighty imprudent, as well as inhu- 
man and uncivil, to affront any body; and 
whoever takes the liberty to exerciſe his witty 
talent that way, muſt not think much of it 
if he meets repriſals. Indeed, if all thoſe who 


are thus paid in their own coin would take it 


147 


with the ſame frankneſs the Fox did, the 


matter would not be much; but we are 


too apt, when the jeſt comes to be turned 


home upon ourſelves, to think that inſuffer- 


able in another, which we looked upon as 
pretty and facetious when the humour was 
our own. The rule of doing as we would be 
done by, ſo proper to be our model in every 
tranſaction of life, may more particularly be 
of uſe in this reſpect : becauſe people ſeldom 


or never receive any advantage by theſe little 


ludicrous impoſitions; and yet, if they were 


to aſk themſelves the queſtion, would find 


that another's uſing them in the ſame manner 


| would be very diſpleaſing. 
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FABLE LXXXVI. 


THE BEAR AND THE BEE HIVES.” 


A Bran, climbing over r the e fence into a Place 


where Bees were kept, began to. plunder the 


Hives, and rob them of their honey. But 


55 attacked him 
in a whole ſwarm together; 7 and, thou gh they 


the bers, to revenge t te inj Ir 


were Not able to pierce his rugged hide, 


yet, with cheir little ſtings, they fo annoy- 


ed his eyes and noſtrils, that, unable to en- 
dure the ſmarting pain, with impatience he 
tore the ſkin over his ears with his own 
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claws, and ſuffered ample puniſhment for 


the injury he did the Bees in breaking open 


their waxen cells. 


Many and great are the injuries of which 


ſome men are guilty towards others, for the 


fake of gratifying ſome liquoriſh appetite. 


For there are thoſe who would not ſtick to 


bring deſolation upon their country, and run 


the hazard of their own necks into the bat- 
gain, rather than balk. a wicked inclination, 


either of cruelty, ambition, or avarice. But 
it were to be wiſhed all who are hurried by 
ſach blind impulſes would confider a mo- 


metit, before they proceed to irrevocable exe- 


cution. Injuries and wrongs not only call for 


revenge and repatation with the voice of 


equity itſelf, but oftentimes carry their puniſh- 


ment along with them, and, by an unfore- 
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f events, are retorted at the head 


rain o 
of the actor of them; and not ſeldom, from 


a deep remorſe, expiated upon himſelf by his 


own hand, 
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be a dead carcaſe, went back again into the 
wood, without doing him the leaſt harm. 


When all was over, the Spark who had climb- 


ed the tree came down to his companion, 
and, with a pleaſant {mile, aſked him what 
the Bear ſaid to him For, ſays he, I took 


notice that he clapt his mouth very cloſe to 


your ear. Why, replies the other, he 


charged me to take care for the futur E not to 


put any confidence in ſuch cowardly raſcals as 


you are. - 


APPLICATION. 

Though nothing is more common than to 
hear people profeſs ſervices of friendſhip 
where there is no occaſion for them, | yet 
ſcarce any thing is ſo hard to be found as a 


true friend, who will aſſiſt us in time of 


danger and difficulty. All the declarations of 


kindneſs which are made to an experienced 
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man, though accompanied by a ſqueeze of 
the hand, and a ſolemn aſſeveration, ſhould 
leave no greater impreſſion upon his mind 
than the whiſtling of the hollow breeze which 
bruſhes one's ear with an unmeaning ſalute, 
and is preſently gone. He that ſuccours our 
neceſſity by a well- timed affiſtance, though it 
were not uſhered in by previous compliments, 
will ever after be looked upon as our friend 
and protector; and, in ſo much a greater de- 
gree, as the favour was unaſked and unpro- 
miſed; as it was not extorted by importunities 
on the one ſide, nor led in by a numerous at- 
tendance of promiſes on the other. Words are 
nothin g till they are fulfilled by actions; and 
therefore we ſhould not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
deluded by a vain hope and reliance upon 


them, 
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ſound at the word of command. For that 
is enemies, 
are you 

inſtrument of yours you blow up animoſity 


reaſon 
mine 
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pon. There is a little incendiary called the 


tongue, which is more venomous than a poiſon- 
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between other people, and ſo become the oc- 
caſion of much bloodſhed.” 


APPLICATION. 


A man may be guilty of murder who has 
never handled a ſword, or pulled a tri gger,\ Or 


lifted up his arm with any miſchievous wea- 


ed arrow, and more killing than a two-edged 
ſword. The moral of the fable therefore is 
this, that if in any civil inſurrection the per- 
ſons taken in arms againſt the government de- 
ſerve ta die, much more do they whoſe deviliſn 


tongues gave birth to the ſedition, and ex- 
cited the tumult. When wicked prieſts, in- 
ſtead of preaching peace and charity, employ : 
that engine of ſcandal their tongue to fo- 
ment rebellions, whether they ſucceed in their 
deſigns or no, they ought to be ſeverely 
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lay to ſet folks together by the cars; they 
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have blown the trumpet and ſounded the 
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alarm, and if thouſands are not deſtroyed by 


the ſword it is none of their fault. 
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between other people, and ſo become the oc- 


caſion of much bloodſhed.” 


APPLICATION. 


A man may be guilty of murder who has 
never handled a ſword, or pulled a trigger,\ or 
lifted up his arm with any miſchievous wea- 
pon. There is a little incendiary called the 
tongue, which is more venomous than a poiſon- 
ed arrow, and more killing than a two-edged 
ſword. The moral of the fable therefore is 
this, that if in any civil inſurrection the per- 
ſons taken in arms againſt the government de- 
ſerve ta die, much more do they whole deviliſh 
tongues gave birth to the ſedition, and ex- 
cited the tumult. When wicked prieſts, in- 
ſtead of preaching peace and charity, employ : 
that engine of ſcandal their tongue to fo- 
ment rebellions, whether they ſucceed in their 
_ deſigns or no, they ought to be ſeverely 
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for they have 
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ſhed 


lay to ſet folks together by the ears; they 
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have blown the trumpet and ſounded the 
alarm, and if thouſands are not deſtroyed by 


the ſword it is none of their fault. 
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che poor bird lead a ſad life, cont 
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But at laſt, obſerving how frequently they 
quarrelled and fought with each other, he 


comforted himſelf with this reflection; that it 


was no wonder they were ſo cruel to him, 
| ſince there was ſo much bickering and animo- 


ſity among themſelves. 


APPLICATION. 


This fable comes home to ourſelves, we 


of this iſland having always been looked upon 
as cruel to ſtrangers. Whether there is any 


thing in the manner of our ſituation, as an 
iſland, which conſequently can be no thorough- 
fare to other countries, and ſo is not made uſe 
of by ſtrangers upon that account, which 
makes us thus ſhy and uncivil; or, whether 
it be a jealouſy upon account of our liberties, 
which puts us upon being ſuſpicious of, and 
unwilling to harbour any that are not mem- 


bers of the ſame community, perhaps it would 
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not be eaſy to determine. But that it is ſo in 
fact is too notorious to be denied; and proba- 
bly can be accounted for no better way than 
from the natural bent of our temper, as it 
proceeds from ſomething peculiar to our air 
and climate. It has been affirmed, that there 
is not in the whole world beſides a breed 
of cocks and dogs ſo fierce and incapable of 
yielding as that of ours; but that either of 
them, carried into foreign countries, would 
degenerate in a few years. Why may not the 
ſame be true of our men? But if ſtrangers find 
any inconvenience in this, there is a comfort- 
able conſideration to balance it on the other 
ſide, which is, that there are no people under 
the ſun ſo much given to diviſion and conten- 
tion among themſelves as we are. Can a 
ſtranger think it hard to be looked upon with | 
ſome ſhyneſs, when he beholds how little we 


ſpare one another? Was ever any foreigner, 
M 2 
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merely for being a foreigner, treated with 
half that malice and bitterneſs which differ- 
ing parties expreſs towards each other? One 
would willingly believe that this proceeds, in 
the main, on both ſides, from a paſſionate 
concern for our liberties and well- being; for 
there is nothing elſe which can ſo well excuſe 
it. But it cannot be denied that our averſion, 
notwithſtanding our being a trading nation, 
to have any intercourſe with ſtrangers, is ſo 
great, that when we want other objects for 
our churliſhneſs, we raiſe them up among 
ourſelves; and there 1s, ſometimes, as great = 
ſtrangeneſs kept up between one county and 


another here, as there is between two diſtinct 


kingdoms abroad. One cannot ſo mach wonder 
I 


at the conſtant hoſtilities which are ob ſerved 
between the inhabitants of South and North 
Britain, of Wales and Ireland, among one an- 


other, when a Yorkſhire man ſhall be look- 
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ed upon as a foreigner by a native of Norfolk, 
by one that happens to be born within the 
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APPLICATION. 

However it may be convenient for us to 
like the treaſon, yet we muſt be very deſtitute 
of honour not to hats and abominate the 
traitor. And abebrdin gly hiſtory furniſhes us 
with many inſtances of kings and great men 
who have puniſhed the actors of treachery 
with death, though the part they acted had 
been ſo conducive to their intereſts as to give 
them a victory, or perhaps the quiet poſſeſſion 
of a throne. Nor can princes purſue a more 


juſt maxim than this; for a traitor is a villain 


of no principles, that ſticks at nothing to pro- 


mote his own ſelfiſh ends: he that betrays one 


cauſe for a great ſum of money, will betray 


another upon the ſame account; and therefore 


it, muſt be very impolitic in a ſtate to ſuffer: 


ſuch: wretches to live in it. Since then this 


maxim is ſo good, and ſo likely at all times to 


be practiſed, what ſtupid rogues muſt they 
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work ! If they miſcarry, it generally proves 


ſucceed, perhaps they may have the promiſed 
reward, but are ſure to be deteſted, if ſuffer- 


fatal to them from one ſide or other; if they 
ed to live, by the very perſon that employs 


them. 


b — — — 


y 0-0 tr er gs xy a7 vor „ ee + 
— - — 


12 2 . 
2 22 
e 


— Tee — era et Sens 


.-.. 


8. 2. 
. — 


* * 3 
n WS". 5 err 


qa are gr. 


* —— —ͤ— rr 8 ns es 


— r 


—— 


ge wr er 


— rr ero—_—_ . — 2 
Pr _ 
— 2 


aa; > 


— 


— E 4 2 . EE” P ͤ — — — - 2 Wes 
- =<S ITED — — — — k 1 2 © * 2 3 A FRY "x * Fn 
: = — 4 - Fx ESE TW — — 52 — 131 — — ew. 3 * 
ELL Rr _—_———— — 2 r + | £4 - COT — — * one * 2 — 2 * 
0 — IIDn — — 3 ů ů nk ne Cree — aw. a 
6 — — — — —̃— —— 


3 — a5e2 r tf Lye od — WA, 2A. 


_ N — « \ w 2 b — * * » "8 x 
STR ne — —D r e — ps == — „„ — Ren 5 — 2 + Sag 3 "op 5 - oy FK * — i 222 2 


— I Res SA re 


a 


— 
=" 
. Wo . 
—_ 
* 
0 
ry - 
* 
* 
o 
S 
- 
* 
* 
£ 
* 
* „ 
Lo 
Fo 
Wy 
. 
* - 
* — 
* 
— 
* - 
* * 
# 
* 
- 
* * 
— ' 
= 
* 
W 
7 N 
E Y 
5 * 
* ö 
4 * 
* - * 
* 
os 
4 
* 
— 
* 
* 
as - 
\ * E 4 
* 
— * 
- 
7 
* 
5 — 


—— 


- 


Cn 


N 


17 , 


2 Ld y 
us, 5 
f 0 


o 
N 


vel 
. 


SW, 


14% feof 


: 


, res EET yn 
1 n 222 . 
n f 
e ; 
8 


— ——— — _ # Age AR - - A —————— A = 
as ES . — * — — = — — . — f | 
2 22 eg 3 a : ee £46 aaa 

- 2 8 % . * 
cms, ⁊—w—; 
Ss. N — 1 I 1 ta x * >; = WRT 75 ? 4 Sad 


* 
— 


— 


eee 
2 WH 8 
f , 5 5 e : | 
EE Id i THT 
Rr 
— - » 8 + 


r n 
r 1 
, aan I ; 
£ * = — EET? 

5 n 
- p 7 3 7 


e 
r 


er- e * n 
oo — — 2 „ 


9 
E 


EC ²˙˙—aꝛꝝ LETHAL Os 99> 


* 
_— A _ MJ uf — aw ba Brag; — —— — 
0006 ODER TINS — 2s. 
P 55 n ww, : CO ITO — ; at A 4 


8 


— . 
FF ²˙ AA IE OE 5 


1 ry E . ES Enos 


= Es HE 


— Den —— — G TA — ——— — = — 
—ͤ — 2 — — — - 
8 ® — 8 — — — — 
— — — — — — 2 5 


- al 
_ * £ . 
. . * . — Y & _ — 
a p — > A — - - $ FI — £ — — — — 
— — — — - 2 - _— o _ Foe r LESTER. . ＋ — —— —ů — — — - —. —— 7 — — — 
— _ xg — ESI. . «ES ERIE III EIS r.. ˙— ̃ —. EY = — — ER "= Sec - 
9 _— «© 5 If * SI * _ 8 — — — n 2 22 — one — =. — — en EET 2 boo 2 — — . 0 2 - = = : = — * 
ns — ES - U — . 2 — — i. mc - £ I... ——— — — — pre — — 2 — —— Oe Een —— — — — = —_— > 1 2 - * 2 — — —— 1 — _ — — — 
* * n — g S8 hen nt WS . - — — — — —— 8 ——— — — — — — — 1 4 . —̃ — "KI — — —— —— — 8 — —— — — — — 3 
* — — 5 ; £ * 2 | 8 — p 2 BE Ss. 5 . — * Us : = : — —— — — © — — — ng — — | . — : — £ DE7 RET AIG 8 — — 4 2 N — — — — —— — ED nonm ane mono — — — 
— . —— . 0 4 Ne- 5 4 8 IS = g 0 c Ss IF. 55.4 ** FEY =D 4, FE Ih — — - — oy — and — 1 — —ů — —— * - 1 E 2 RES a — . — — —— (22 ——— . — . ping rg dt nn 2 — 2 7 —— - — - 2 _— 
— 922 * n © KBs — N I — « . - a — 7 - hank z — 1 — * . - — * * 2 — — — —— — — — — — I ae” 2 f th . — — — 
r _ > * 8 — — 0 w — — 2 d 22 Bo — - 23:4 — © — _— — — — - 7 * a 5 —. — — 5 — — 2 — — - — 
— — — — — — — „ ——— I cd 8 : a : a ＋ #" ; . — 223 Lo — —— : = 32 5 — — — — — 6 Ia CA we WERE ERIN ͤ .v— - ———— : — — — 
2 24 ——— IE. rw * 3 _ v F l . g * . — 5e D 3 on or Bu a bn * — = — — — — — . f — — — ——— —— . : _ 7 = * S = — 
7 20 2 2 — 5 q - x adder; * * — — N 0 - - AT” « — — rr: —_— — . —— MR. ut" == — —— A — — O \ - N 2 — — — 
a — - 2 = 1 - — ny x — — 8 _ 24 —A# 4 3» 2 Jour — n — 3 — 7 —————— 7 — — == = I = — —— — ̃ — . ——— —— — — — ST — — - D — — — — 
* — — a «4 1 ; 2 * ht. = k 21 4 — — 1 4 ra - pe LEES — BIT — — IS - r —— << - E>_= ERC 2 £48 — ä — — - bh - — . ——— —u— ä — nns 8 
2 IC EEE, EET 8 dk = = 5 ——— = * — k : : 5 — — EE EEE, — —— : s = LR j = CS 
2 - = 
2. — 


__” SEE 
— — —— 
— — "A yi 3 


FABLE XCI. 


THE EAGLE AND THE CROW. 
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Ax Eagle flew down from the top of a high 


rock, and ſettled upon the back of a lamb; 
and then inſtantly flying: up. into the air again, 


bore his bleating prize aloft in his pountes. 
A crow who fat upon an elm, and beheld 
chis exploit, reſolved to imitate it; ſo chin, 8 


down upon the back of à ram, and en- 


tangling his claws in the wool, he fell a chat- 
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tering and attempting to fly; by which means 


he drew the obſervation of the ſhepherd 
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upon him, who finding his feet hampered in 
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the fleece of the ram, eaſily took him, and 
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gave him to his boys for their ſport and di- 


verſion. 8 
APPLICATION. 
Every quality which is excellent and com- 
mendable, is not, however, always a proper 
object for our imitation. We ought to ſtate 
our own account honeſtly and fairly, that we 


may ſee what our abilities are, and how our 


circumſtances ſtand: otherwiſe, we may not 


only become ridiculous to others, but preju- 


dicial to ourſelves, by ſome awkward and 


i- judged emulation, though it happen to 


be in a qualification truly laudable and great. 


It behoves every man to exert a good ſhare 


of induſtry towards the advancement of his 
intereſt, or, if he pleaſes, of his reputation. 
But then it is highly neceſſary that he does 


this with a true regard to his own capacity, 


and without any danger of expoſing or em- 


| parraſſing himſelf in the operation. 
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without farther delay he flew upon the Aſs, 
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given him ſufficiently upon this occaſion; and 
ſo, nibbling off one little bit for himſel f, he laid 
forth all the reſt for the Lion's portion. The 
royal drute Was ſo deli ghted at this dutiful 


and handſome proof of his reſpect, that he 


could not forbear expreſſing the ſatisfaction it 
gave him; and aſked him withal, where he 
could poffibly have learnt ſo proper and ſo 


| courtly a behaviour? Why, replies Reynard, 
to tell your majeſty the truth, I was taught 
it by the Aſs that lies dead there.” 


APPLICATION. 


We may learn a great deal of uſeful expe- 
rience from the examples of other people, if 


we will but take the pains to obſerve them. 
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And, beſides the profit of the inſtructions, 
there is no ſmall pleaſure in being taught any 
proper ſcience at the expence of ſomebody 
elſe. To this purpoſe, the hiſtory of former 
times, as well as the tranſactions of the pre- 
ſent, are very well adapted; and ſo copious, 
as to be able to furniſh us with precedents 
upon almoſt every occaſion. The rock upon 
which another has ſplit is a kind of light- 
houſe or beacon to warn us from the like 


calamity; and by taking ſuch an advantage, 


how eaſily may we ſteer a ſafe courſe! He 


that, in any negociation with his betters, 
does not well and wiſely conſider how to be- 
have himſelf ſo as not to give offence, may 
very likely come off as the aſs did: but a cool 
thinking man, though he ſhould deſpair of ever 
making friends of the people in power, will 
be cautious and prudent enough to do nothing 


which may provoke them to be his enemies. 
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FABLE XCIIL. 
THE FOX AND THE GRAPES. 
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they would never be thought to be diſappoint- 


ed in any of their purſuits, pretend a diſlike 
to every thing which they cannot obtain. 


There 1s a ſtrange propenſity in mankind to 


this temper, and there are numbers of grum- 
bling malecontents in every different faculty 
and ſect in life. The diſcarded ſtateſman, 


conſidering the corruption of the times, would 


not have any hand in the adminiſtration of 


affairs for all the world. The country ſquire 
damns a court life, and would not go cringing 
and creeping to a drawing- room for the beſt 
place the king has in his diſpofal. A young 
fellow, being aſked how he liked a celebrated 
beauty, by whom all the world knew he was 
deſpiſed, anſwered, ſhe had a ftinking breath. 
How inſufferable is the pride of this poor crea- 


ture man! who would ſtoop to the baſeſt, 


vileſt actions, rather than be thou ght not 


able to do any thing. For what is more 
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lie more notoriouſly than when we diſparage 
and find fault with a thing for no other rea- 
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baſe and vile than lying? And when do we 


ſon but becauſe it is out of our power? 
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ceived this anſwer :— No, I never knew be- 


fore how uſeful a drudge you were; now I 


have found what you are good for, you may 


depend upon it I will keep you to it.” 


APPLICATION. 


As the foregoing fable was intended to 
caution us againſt conſenting to any thing 
that might prejudice public liberty, this 
may ſerve to keep us upon our guard in 
the preſervation of that which is of a pri- 


vate nature, This is the uſe and interpre- 


tation given of it by Horace, the beſt and 
moſt polite philoſopher that ever wrote. 
After reciting the fable, he applies it thus :— 


* This, ſays he, is the caſe of him, who, 
dreading poverty, parts with that invalu- 


able jewel, liberty; like a wretch as he is, he 


will always be ſubject to a tyrant of ſome ſort 


or other, and be a ſlave: for ever; becauſe 
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ſpirit knew not how to be 


is avaricious 
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contented with that moderate competency, 
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which he might have 
all the world. 
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SWALLOW. 
taverns and 
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flattering, a Swallow, which had made h 
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atrimony 
ly 
f thoſe warm ſunſh 


to be one o 


in 


„ idle : company, 


walk near a brock. It 
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THE YOUNG 
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ſeaſon of the year; and to make it the more 
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ſometimes ſmile upon us even in that winterly 


pearanc 
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\ [ The giddy Youth obſerving this, without any 


farther conſideration, concluded that ſummer 


was now come, and that he ſhould have little 
N | | or no occaſion for clothes, ſo went and pawned 
f them at the broker's, and ventured the money 
for one ſtake more, among his ſharping com- 


panions. When this too was gone the ſame 


0 1 | way with the reſt, he took another ſolitary 
| | if walk in the ſame place as before. But the wea- 
1 ther being ſevere and froſty, had made every 
thing look with an aſpect very different from 


what it did before; the brook was quite frozen 


5 bl | Y over, and the poor Swallow lay dead upon the 
i bank of it: the very fight of which cooled the 
on young Spark's brains; and, coming to akind of 
dbeungce of hismiſery, hereproached the deceaſed 


bird as the dathas of all his misfortunes :— 
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Ah, wretch that thou wert! ſays he, thou 
-haſt undone both thyſelf and me, who was ſo 
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credulous as to depend upon thee.” 
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APPLICATION. 


They who frequent taverns and gaming- 
houſes, and keep bad company, ſhould not 
wonder if they are reduced, in a very ſmall 
time, to penury and want. The wretched 
young fellows, who once addict themſelves to 
ſuch a ſcandalous kind of life, ſcarce think of, 
or attend to, any one thing beſides. They 
ſeem to have nothing elſe in their heads but 
| how they may ſquander what they have got, 
and where they may get more when that is 
gone. They do not make the ſame uſe of 
their reaſon that other people do; but, like 
the jaundiced eye, view every thing in that 
falſe light in which their diſtemper and de- 
bauchery repreſent it. The Young Man in 
the fable gives us a pretty example of this; he 
ſees a Swallow in the midſt of winter, and, in- 
ſtead of being ſurpriſed at it, as a very irre- 


gular and extraordinary thing, concludes from 
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thence that it is ſummer, as if he had never 
thought before about the ſeaſon. Well, the 


reſult of this wiſe concluſion is of a piece 


with the concluſion itſelf; if it is ſummer, he 
ſhall not want ſo many clothes, therefore he 


ſells them: for what? More money to ſquan- 


der away; as if (had his obſervation been juſt) 


ſummer would have laſted all the year round. 


But the true reſult and concluſion of all this 
i5—when both his money and clothes are irre- 
coverably gone, he comes to his right ſenſes; 
is ready to periſh with hun ger, to ſtarve with 
cold, and to tear his own fleſh with records 


and vexation at his former ſtupidity. 
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APPLICATION. 

They who are of ſuch craving impatient 
tempers, that they cannot live contented when 
fortune has bleſſed them with a conſtant and 
continued ſufficiency, deſerve even to be de- 
prived of what they have. And this has been 
the caſe of many ambitious and covetous men, 
who, by making an eſſay to grow very rich at 
once, have mifſed what they aimed at, and loſt 
what they had before. But this comes ſo near 
the ſenſe of | the forty-ſeventh fable, that the 
ſame application may very well ſerve for both. 
If any thing farther can be couched in this, 
it may poſſibly be intended to ſhew us the 
unreaſonableneſs and inconvenience of being 
ſolicitous about what may happen hereafter, 

and wanting to pry into the womb of futurity : 
which if we could do, all we ſhould 'get for 
our pains would be, to ſpoil our pleaſures by 


anticipation, and double our misfortunes by a 
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previous ſenſe and apprehenſion of them. 
There are ſome things that entertain and de- 

light us very agreeably while we view them 
at a proper diſtance; which, perhaps, would 
not ſtand the teſt of a too near inſpection. 
Beauty, being only the external form of a 
thing which ſtrikes the eye in a pleaſing man- 
ner, is a very thin gloſſy being, and, like ſome 
nice paintings of a peculiar compoſition, will 
not well bear even to be breathed on: to pre- 
ſerve our good opinion of it, we muſt not ap- 
proach too cloſe; for if, like the man in the 
fable, we dere a mind to ſearch for a treaſure 
within, we may not only fail of our expecta- 
tions there, but even loſe the conſtant reliſh 


we enjoyed from a remoter contemplation. 
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you will do the ſame for it that 1 do. In- 
deed! What is that? ſays he.— Why, ſays 
the Dog, only to guard the houſe a-nights, 
and keep it from thieves.'— With all my heart, 
replies the Wolf, for at preſent I have but a 
ſorry time of it; and I think to change my 
hard lodging in the woods, where I endure 
rain, Ho, and ſnow ; for a warm roof over 


my head; and a belly-full of good victuals, 


will be no bad bargain.”— True, ys the Dog; 


* therefore you have nothing more to do but 


to follow me.” Now, as they were jogging on 


together, the Wolf ſpied a creaſe in the Dog's 


neck, and, having a ſtrange curioſity, could 


not forbear aſking him what it meant.— 


* Pugh! nothing,” ſays the Dog. 'N ay, but 
pray'—ſays the Wolf. Why, ſays the Dog, 


if you muſt know, I am tied up in the day- 


time, becauſe [ am a little fierce, for fear I 


ſhould bite people, and am only let looſe 


195 


a-nights. But this is done with deſign to make 
me ſleep a- days, more than any thing elſe, 
and that I may watch the better in the night- 
time; for, as ſoon as ever the twilight appears, 
out I am turned, and may go where 1 pleaſe. 
Then my maſter brings me plates of bones 
from the table with his own hands, and what- 
ever ſcraps are left by any of the family, all 
fall to my ſhare; for you muſt know I am a 
favourite with every body. So you ſee how 
you are to live.—Come, come along; what 1s 
the matter with you ?—* No, replied the Wolf, 
* I beg your pardon; keep your happineſs all 
to yourſelf, Liberty is the word with me; 
and I would not be a king upon the terms you 


mention. 


APPLICATION. 


The loweſt condition of life, with freedom 


attending it, is better than the moſt exalted 
o 2 
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ſtation under a reſtraint. Æſop and Phædrus, 
who had both felt the bitter effects of ſlavery, 
though the latter of them had the good for- 
tune to have the mildeſt prince that ever was 
for his maſter, cannot forbear taking all op- 
portunities to expreſs their great abhorrence 
of ſervitude, and their paſſion for liberty, up- 


on any terms whatſoever. Indeed, a ſtate of 


ſlavery, with whatever ſeeming grandeur and 


happineſs it may be attended, is yet ſo preca- 
rious a thing, that he muſt want ſenſe, ho- 
nour, courage, and all manner of virtue, who 
can endure to prefer it in his choice. A man 
who has ſo little honour as to bear to be a 
ſlave, when it is in his power to prevent or 
redreſs it, would make no ſcruple to cut the 
throats of his fellow creatures, or to do any 


wickedneſs that the wanton unbridled will of 


his tyrannical maſter could ſuggeſt. 
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hatchet. on Since that was all, it was voted una- 


mus 


nimouſly that he ſhould have a piece of good, 
ſound, tough aſh. But he had no ſooner re- 
ceived and fitted it for his purpoſe, than he 
began to lay about him unmercifully, and to 


hack and hew without diſtinction, felling the 
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nobleſt trees in all the foreſt. Then the Oak 
is ſaid to have ſpoke thus to the Beech in a 
low whiſper, — Brother, we muſt take it for 


our pains.” 


APPLICATION. 


No people are more juſtly liable to ſuffer 
than they who furniſh their enemies with any 
kind of affiſtance. It is generous to forgive; 
it is enjoined us by religion to love our ene- 

mies; but he that truſts an enemy, much more 
contributes to the ſtren gthening and arming 
of him, may almoſt depend upon repenting 
him for his inadvertent benevolence; and has, 
moreover, this to add to his diſtreſs, that, 
when he might have prevented it, he brought 
his mis fortune upon himſelf by his own cre- 


dulity. 


Any perſon in a community, by what 


name or title ſoever diſtinguiſhed, who affects 
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a power which may poſſibly hurt the people, 
is an enemy to that people, and therefore they 
ought not to truſt bim: for though he were 
ever ſo fully determined not to abuſe ſuch a 
power, yet he is ſo far a bad man, as he diſ- 
turbs the people's quiet, and makes them jea- 
lous and uneaſy by deſiring to have it, or 
even retaining it, when it may prove miſchiev- 
ous. If we conſult hiſtory, we ſhall find that the 
thing called Prerogative has been claimed and 


contended for chiefly by thoſe who never in- 


| tended to make a good uſe of it; and as readily 


reſigned and thrown up by juſt and wiſe 


princes, who had the true intereſt of their 


people at heart. How like ſenſeleſs ſtocks do 


they act, who, by complimenting ſome capri- 
cious mortal, from time to time, with parcels 
of prerogative, at laſt put it out of their 
power to defend and maintain themſelves in 


their juſt and natural liberty ! 
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they might do without any danger, he too 
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came up, and threw his heels into the Lion's 
face. Upon which, the poor old expiring ty- 
rant uttered theſe words with his laſt dying 
groan:— Alas! how grievous is it to ſuffer 
inſults, even From the brave and the valiant; . 


but to be ſpurned by ſo baſe a creature as this 


is, who is the diſgrace of Nature, is worſe 


than dying ten thouſand deaths,” / 


APPLICATION. 


He that would be reverenced and reſpected 


by the reſt of mankind, muſt lay in a founda- 


tion for it of ſome kind or other; for people 


cannot be perſuaded to pay deference and 


_ eſteem for nothing. So that though we have 


lived in good repute in the world, if ever we 
ſhould happen to outlive our ſtock, we muſt 
not be ſurpriſed to find ourſelves lighted and 
affronted, even by the vileſt ſcum of the peo- 


ple. If therefore we would raiſe to ourſelves 
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us from the inſults of enemies, but, upon oc- 


caſion, ſurround us with a truſty guard of 


hful and ſincere friends. 


t 


— 


ai 


f 


„ 
. 
* 
pa * 
- 
. 
7 
— 
* — 
” o * 
- 
. 
, 
. 
. - 
* 
. 
* - 
5 
- 
. 
o 
* 
4 ” 
. . 
” 
* e 
/ 
. 
5 
* 
n 
* 
= 
” * 
* 
* 
- " ” 
ce 
" 7 
. 
” — 
a : 
- 
” . 
. 
7 
” 
- 
i - 
> 
* 
. 
4 - 
=- 
o 
» 
* 
. 
— — ec — — . 2 — - 
* 1 ou — — * — aac 
ca A Ce A ad od ad eb : ———— 12 — —— — — — rr 
4 — _ — — yy — —— 
= i . — M ty ner I pe args Se 2 + R — — 2 . — 
. . — * 0 8 e 2 $ NY 8 Loot ” * — — „ _ — IBS AI a05 " — — = * — e 8 N . 
5 5 rer n 32 uy prong FM 4 ng v3 Ms 25S 1 8 e — ä . 4 2 _ 8 2 1 2 2 * 6, Te 5 = 
4 r — 3 — — — rr Pre 1 5 


—— — — — — 


rr 
— 


22 ty - 
2 Le 1" 7 2 
— 2 oye TY — ——— 
- Wers — ? 2 _ 
» _ * * — " _ \ La od 
— * 2 * = TT * 
_— = 


— — 
— — — — 


—— — ——— 


< 
— HC PPP nr I I Is YN ae: 1, © 


- 
* 
. 


| 0 i 7 


Ah ; 


— 
— 


| bl 
p i 
E 0 / ” 
&. n 11 j * 
Mt . 
; F | WTO 
* — 
5 
4 "_ 1. * 
2 
o 
Wl n 
e, ? oY 4 
LO ST 
= — . > ; 
— 1 5 
IV 2 Od: = — — Y 
DID — | — 
8 x 
A . — 
- 
— 
- 2 * 
2 
. 
. 4 AY * \ 
i * —_ * * 
INN 
* IN qa” 
- f * 
} 0 4 V 
N 4 7 b * 
— 
py 5 
C1 5 * „„ 
„ 66 7 * . 
„%%% jk 
n ' 
45 
* 
xr} 
FJ 
1 ” 
| 
| 
N 
f if T7 it} 4 | * 
F | 1 
7 „ Fri Ji 2 by * 
555% / A 4 
Mee 7 N 
775 FISTS Ul F 
76 75 itt 
if 'F ! | 4 
It p 7 
1 | 
* 
* 
= 
as . 
. P ry 
* 
0 
* 
. 
| 4 — ta ag" —— IA Ro_e 2 . — _ 
: , ” = — —— — 4 mg KS r a en yan * * . 28 — ww r 3 
5 — „„ Oe 21" ES 4 - as N Ro 4 „ —ä— — r ran 1e 8 2 >_> RR I» F hs mag WR or ole ey eta I A re, 
0 25444 „ . . e or A 9 n 2 8 — 4 — 2 2 - 2 hes . — S 1 7 —5 ” LS 2 > > 2 A r Ne >" n 1 2 ES 7 4 3 — * 0 - / #2 —— . 22 n * 2 put) * 2 WT 8 mg is rs WN 17 ** * 2 8 BL 3 
— = TE TE Ee HE Ge ee x xx — — — En . : 


—— 


— — — — a, — —e—¼ 

—— — — —— W ay nm 

* . — ARS 
— — — 


—_— i 


—— — — 


— —äé k — 
* wow 4 


_ 


omar prey or Dm > ng eo — 
Dy Ter — 3 © — 
— — — — 


. 


FABLE 


— — — Wn ths — 


3) Cp negate wy er x3 


rav 


1 * 
* 
* 


ere t 


* 


der his h 


W 
t un 


ain 


- 


dy 
US; 
— 
- 
80 


* 3 


3 


4 
* 


to f 


= = 
J 4 
1 3 
5 
* FATE. 
13% 
: 4 
4 
„ 
” * 
: * 
* 7 


* 
8 
45 
* 
* 


. 4 
* 
” 
5 
== 
x 
<T 
5 
* 
* 


read 


5 


6 232 
72 — —— — 


— e Ar Or — —— —⅜ n 


- 


ten his burden, 
upon. which the poor Aſs tumbled down in 


ligh 


rſe to aſſiſt him, and 


Fl 


by taking ſome of it upon his back. The 


the ho 


the midſt of the highway, and expired in an 


- Horſe was ill-natured, and refuſed to do it 
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inſtant. The countryman ungirted his pack- 
ſaddle, and tried ſeveral ways to relieve him, 
but all to no purpoſe; which, when he per- 
ceived, he took the whole burden, and laid it 
upon the Horſe, together with the kin of the 
dead Aſs: ſo that the Horſe, by his moroſe- 


neſs in refuſing to do a ſmall kindneſs, juſtly 


brought upon himſelf a great inconvenience. 


APPLICATION. 


Self- love is no ſuch ill principle, if it were 


but well and truly directed ; for it is impoſſi- 


ble that any man ſhould love himſelf to any 


purpoſe, who withdraws his affiſtance from 


his friends or the public. Every government 


18 to be conſidered as a body politic; and every 
man who lives in it as a member of that 
body. Now, to carry on the allegory, no 
member can thrive better than when they all 


Jointly unite in their endeavours to aſſiſt and 
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improve the whole. If the hand was to refuſe 
its aſſiſtance in procuring food for the mouth, 
they muſt both ſtarve and periſh together. 
And when thoſe, who are parties concerned 
in the ſame community, deny ſuch aſſiſtance 
to each other, as the preſervation of that com- 
munity neceſſarily requires, their ſelf-intereſt- 
edneſs, in that caſe, is | ill-directed, and will 
have a quite contrary effect from what they 
intended. How many people are ſo ſenſeleſs 
as to think it hard that there ſhould be any 
taxes 1n the nation; whereas, were there to be 
none indeed, thoſe very people would be un- 
done immediately. That little property they 
have would be preſently plundered by foreign 
or domeſtic enemies; and then they would be 
glad to contribute their quota, even without 
an act of parliament. The charges of ſup- 
porting a government are neceſſary things, 


and eaſily ſupplied by a due and well propor- 
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tioned contribution. But, in a narrower and 


more confined view, to be ready to aſſiſt our 


friends upon all occaſions is not only good, as 
it is an act of humanity, but highly diſcreet, 
as it ſtrengthens our intereſt, and gives us an 


opportunity of lightening the burden of life. 
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Death to come, once for all, and eaſe him of 
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but he came and demanded of him what he 
wanted. The poor old creature, who little 
thought Death had been ſo near, and frighted 
almoſt out of his ſenſes with his terrible aſ- 
pect, anſwered him trembling, that having by 
chance let his bundle of Ricks tall, and being 
too infirm to get it up himſelf, he had made 
bold to call upon him to help him; that, in- 
deed, this was all he wanted at preſent; and 


that he hoped his worſhip was not offended 


with him for the liberty he had taken in ſo 


doin 8. 


APPLICATION. 


This fable gives us a lively repreſentation 


of the general behaviour of mankind towards 


that grim king of terrors, Death. Such liber- 


ties do they take with him behind his back, 


that, upon every little croſs accident which 


happens in their way, Death is immediately 
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called upon; and they even wiſh it might be 


lawful for them to finiſh by their own hands 
a life ſo odious, ſo perpetually tormenting and 
vexatious. When, let but Death only offer to 
make his appearance, and the very ſenſe of 
his near approach almoſt does the buſineſs. 
Oh, then all they want is a little longer life; 

and they would be glad to come off ſo well 
as to have their old burden laid upon their 
ſhoulders again. One may well conclude what 
an utter averſion they, who are in youth, 
health, and vigour of body, have to dying, 
when age, poverty, and wretchedneſs, are not 


ſufficient to reconcile us to the thought. 
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Go, you ſorry beaſt! I could be amply and 
eafily revenged of you, but I do not care to 
foul my tuſks with the blood of ſo baſe a crea- 


ture. 


APPLICATION. 


Fools are ſometimes ſo ambitious of being 


thought wits, that they run great hazards in 


attempting to ſhew themſelves ſuch. This is 


not the firſt Aſs, who, after a handſome re- 


buke from one ſuperior to himſelf both in 
courage and merit, has continued his awk- 


ward raillery even to the laſt degree of offence. 


But ſuch a dull creature is ſo far from raiſing 


himſelf the leaſt eſteem by his ludicrous vein, 
that he has very good luck if he eſcapes with 
a whole ſkin. Buffoons, like dwarfs, ſhould be 
matched with thoſe of their own level; a man, 


in ſenſe or ſtature, would be aſhamed to en- 


_ counter. either of them. But, notwithſtanding 
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all this, and though the boar in the fable is a 
very good example to men of generous brave 


ſpirits not to give themſelves up to paſſion, 


nor to be diſtempered with thoughts of re- 
venge upon the inſolent behaviour of every 
Aſs that offends them, becauſe their hands 


would be diſhonoured by the tincture of a 
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tures the correction of an Aſs that would be 


— neo el 


— — 5 go - — — — — — ho 
——— aaa 
— ——— my 7 — — — — - — 
— — » OR vas — — 9 
— | Ones apr 452? > 2 * 
- * wed!” 


unſeaſonably witty may be performed with 


- 64. te Seng ĩ »—— 
W_ 8 — 
— . * 
— — 
* — 


juſtneſs and propriety enough, provided it be 
done in good humour. The blood of a coward, 
literally ſpeaking, would ſtain the character 
of a man of honour; when we chaſtiſe ſach 


- wretches, it ſhould be done, if poſſible, in the 


utmoſt calmneſs of temper. It takes off ſome- 
thing from the reputation of a great ſoul, 
when we ſee it is in the power of a fool to 


ruffle and unſettle it. 
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APPLICATION. 

Revenge, though a blind, miſchievous paſ- 
ſion, is yet a very ſweet thing: ſo ſweet, that 
it can even tooth the pangs and reconcile us 
to the bitterneſs of death. And, indeed, it 
muſt be a temper highly philoſophical that 
could be driven out of life by any tyrannical 
unjuſt procedure, and not be touched with a 
ſenſe of pleaſure to ſee the author of it ſplit- 
ting upon the ſame rock. When this 1s allow- 
| ed, and it is farther conſidered how eaſily the 

revenge of the meaneſt perſon may be executed 

even upon the higheſt, it ſhould, methinks, 
keep people upon their guard, and prevail 
with them not to perſecute or be injurious to 
any one. The moral turpitude of doing wrong 
is ſufficient to influence every braye honeſt 
man, and to ſecure him from harbouring even 
the leaſt thought of it in his breaſt : but the 


| knave and the coward ſhould weigh the pre- 
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leaſt injury, be aſſured of this truth, that no- 
thing is more ſweet, nor ſcarce any thing ſo 


eaſy to compaſs, as revenge. 
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plauſe: but, juſt as they were 


— 


es 


him, and clapped their wings with great ap- 


claim him, the Magpie ſtept forth in the midſt 


mbly, and addreſſed himſelf thus to 
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elect, to permit one of your unworthy ſub- 

jects to repreſent to you his ſuſpicions and 
apprehenſions, in the face of this whole con- 
gregation: we have choſen you for our king, 
we have put our lives and fortunes into your 
hands, and our whole hope and dependance is 
upon you; if therefore the eagle, or the vul- 
ture, or the kite, ſhould at any time make a 
deſcent upon us, as it 1s highly probable they 
will, may your majeſty be ſo. gracious as to 
diſpel our fears, and clear our doubts about 
that matter, by letting us know how you in- 
tend to defend us againſt them ?—This pithy 
unanſwerable queſtion drew the whole au- 
dience into ſo juſt a reflection, that they ſoon 
reſolved to proceed to a new choice. But, 
from that time, the Peacock has been looked 
upon as a vain inf} gnificant pretender, and the 
Magpie eſteemed as eminent a ſpeaker as any 


among the whole community of birds. 
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APPLICATION. 

Form and outſide, in the choice of a ruler, 
ſhould not be ſo much regarded as the quali- 
ties and endowments of the mind. In chooſing 
heads of corporations, from the king of the 
land down to the maſter of a company, upon 
every new election it ſhould be inquired into, 
which of the candidates is moſt capable of ad- 


vancing the good and welfare of the commu- 


nity ; and upon him the choice ſhould fall. 


But the eyes of the multitude are ſo dazzled 


with pomp and ſhew, noiſe and ceremony, 


that they cannot ſee things really as they are: 


and from hence it comes to paſs that ſo many 
abſurdities are committed and maintained in 


the world. People ſhould examine and weigh 


the real weight and merit of the perſon, and 


not be impoſed upon by falſe colours and pre- 


tences of I know not what. 
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we will make the Lion ſtriding over the 


man. 


APPLICATION. 

Contending parties are very apt to appeal 
for the truth to records written by their own 
ſide; but nothing is more unfair, and at the 
ſame time inſignificant and unconvincing. 
Such is the partiality of mankind in favour of 
themſelves and their own actions, that it 1s 
almoſt impoſſible to come at any certainty by 
reading the | accounts which -are written on 
one ſide only. We have few or: no memoirs 
come down to us of what was tranſacted in 
the world during the ſovereignty of ancient 
Rome, but what were written by thoſe who 
had a dependency upon it; therefore it is 
no wonder that they appear, upon moſt oc- 


caſions, to have been ſo great and glori- 


ous a nation, What their contemporaries of 
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other countries thought of them we cannot 
tell, otherwiſe than from their own writers : 


it is not impoſſible but they might have 


deſcribed them as a barbarous, rapacious, 


treacherous, unpolite people; who, upon their 
conqueſt of Greece, for ſome time, made as 
great havoc and deſtruction of the arts and 
ſciences, as their fellow plunderers the Goths 


and Vandals did afterwards in Italy. What 


monſters would our own party-zealots make 


of each other, if the tranſactions of the times 


were to be handed down to poſterity by a 


warm hearty man on either ſide! and, were 


ſuch records to ſurvive two or three centuries, 


with what perplexities and difficulties muſt 


they embarraſs a young hiſtorian, as by turns 
he conſulted them for the characters of his 


great forefathers! If it ſhould ſo happen, it 
were to be wiſhed this application might be 


living at the ſame time; that young readers, 
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t, would not fail to remem- 


ir cre 


the 
ber that this was the work of a man, that of 


inſtead of doubting to which they ſhould 
2 lion. 
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them, I would turn my back to nobody; but 
I have a ſet of ſuch legs, as really makes me 


aſhamed to ſee them. People may talk what 
they pleaſe of their conveniences, and what 
great need we ſtand in of them upon ſeveral 
occaſions; but, for my part, I find them ſo 
very ſlender and unſightly, that I had as lief 
have none at all.“ While he was giving him- 


ſelf theſe airs, he was alarmed with the noiſe 
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of ſome huntſmen and a pack of hounds, 


that had been juſt laid on upon the ſcent, and 


were making towards him. Away he flies in 
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ſome conſternation, and, bounding nimbly 
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over the plain, threw dogs and men at a vaſt 
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diſtance behind him. After which, taking a 
very thick copſe, he had the ill- fortune to be 
entangled by his horns in a thicket; where he 
was held faſt till the hounds came in and 
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pulled him down. Finding now how eit was 


like to go with him, in the pangs of death 
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he is ſaid to have uttered theſe words: — Un- 
happy creature that I am ! I am. tao late con- 


vinced, that what I prided myſelf in has been 
the cauſe of my undoing, and what 1 ſo much 
diſliked was the only thing that could have 


ſaved me.” 


APPLICATION. 


Perhaps we cannot apply this better than 
by ſuppoſing the fable to be a parable; which 
may be thus explained. The deer, viewing 
itſelf in the water, is a beautiful young lady 
at her looking-glaſs. She cannot help being 
ſenſible of the charms which lie blooming in 
every feature of her face. She moiſtens her 
lips, languiſhes with her eyes, adjuſts every 
lock of her hair with the niceſt exactneſs, 
gives an agreeable attitude to her whole body; 
and then, with a ſoft ſigh, ſays to herſelf, — 
Ahl how happy might! be, in a daily crowd 
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of admirers, if it were not for the cenſoriouſ- 
neſs of the age! when I view that face, where 
Nature, to give her her due, has been liberal 
enough of charms, how eaſy ſhould I be, 
if it were not for that ſlender particular, 
my honour. The odious idea of that comes 


acroſs all my happy moments, and brings a 


mortification with it that damps my moſt 


flattering te nder hopes. Oh that there were 


no ſuch thing in the world in the midſt 
of theſe ſoliloquies ſhe is interrupted by the 


voice of her lover, who enters her cham- 


ber fin ging a rigadoon air; and, introduc- 


ing his diſcourſe in a familiar eaſy manner, 


takes occaſion to launch out in praiſe of her 


beauty, ſees ſhe is pleaſed with it, ſnatches 


her hand, kiſſes it in a tranſport, and, in ſhort, 
purſues his point ſo cloſe that ſhe is not able 
to diſengage herſelf from him. But, when 


the conſequence of all this approaches, in an 
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agony of grief and ſhame, ſhe fetches a deep 


ſigh, and ſays — Ah! how miſtaken have I 


been! the virtue I ſlighted might have ſaved 
me; but the beauty I prized ſo much has been 


my undoing.” 
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ing che door | of an Ox-ſtall open, entered 


WE W 


therein, and hid himſelf — a heap of ſtraw. 


One. of the oOxen, turnin g his head about, 
aſked him what he meant by venturing him- 


ſelf in ſuch. a place as that was, where he was 


ſure to meet with his doom !— Ah! ſays the 


Stag, * if you will but be ſo good as to favour 


me with your concealment, I hope I ſhall do 


ven x hard by the 
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well enough; I intend to make off again the 
firſt opportunity. Well, he ſtaid there till to- 


wards night; in came the ox-man with a 


bundle of fodder, and never ſaw him. In 


ſhort, all the ſervants of the farm came and 
went, and not a ſoul of them ſmelt any thing 


of the matter. Nay, the bailiff himſelf came, 


according to form, and looked in, but walked 


away, no wiſer than the reſt. Upon this the 
Stag, ready to jump out of his ſkin for joy, 
began to return thanks to the good-natured | 
oxen, proteſting that they were the moſt oblig- 
ing people he had ever met with in his life. 
After he had done his compliments, one of 
them anſwered him gravely Indeed, we de- 
ſire nothing more than to have it in our power 


to contribute to your eſcape; but there is a 


certain perſon, you little think of, who has a 


hundred eyes; if he ſhould happen to come, 


I would not give this ſtraw for your life. In 


237 

the interim, home comes the maſter himſelf, 
from a neighbour's where he had been invited 
to dinner; and, becauſe he had obſerved the 
cattle to look but ſcurvily of late, he went up 
to the rack, and aſked, why they did not give 
them more fodder? then, caſting his eyes 
downward —* Hey -day !” ſays he, why fo 
ſparing of your litter? pray ſcatter a little 
more here. And theſe cobwebs—but I have 
ſpoke ſo often, that unleſs I do it myſelf— 
Thus, as he went on, prying into every thin g. 

he chanced to look where the Stag's horns lay 
ſticking out of the ſtraw; upon which he 
raiſed a hue-and- cry, called all his people 
about him, killed the poor Stag, and made a 


prize of him. 


APPLICATION. 


The moral of this fable is, that nobody 


looks after a man's affairs ſo well as he himſelf. 
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Servants being but hirelings, ſeldom have the 
true intereſt of their maſter at heart; but let 
things run on in a negligent conſtant diſorder ; 
and this, generally, not ſo much for want of 
capacity as honeſty. Their heads are taken 


up with the cultivation of their own private 


Intereſt; for the ſervice and promotion of 


which that of their maſter is poſtponed, and 
often entirely neglected. 

Few families are reduced to poverty and 
diſtreſs merely by their own extravagance and 
indulgence in luxury: the inattention of ſer- 


vants ſwells every article of expence in do- 


meſtic economy; and the retinue of great 


men, inſtead of exerting their induſtry to con- 


_ duce as far as poſſible to the increaſe of their 


maſter's wealth, commonly exerciſe no other 


office than that of locuſts and caterpillars, to 


conſume and devour it. 
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from a neighbouring tree, and let it fall into 


the water, by means of which the Ant ſaved 


herſelf, and got aſhore. Not long after, a 


fowler having a deſign upon the Dove, plant- WR 
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ed his nets in due order, without the bird's 
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obſerving what he was about; which the Ant : 


perceiving, juſt as he was going to put his de- 
ſign in execution, ſhe bit him by the heel, 
and made him give ſo ſudden a ſtart, that 
the Dove took the alarm, and flew away. 


APPLICATION. 


One good turn deſerves another ; and gra- 


titude is excited by ſo noble and natural a 


ſpirit, that he ought to be looked upon as the 


vileſt of creatures who has no ſenſe of it. It is, 


indeed, ſo very juſt and equitable a thing, and 


ſo much every man's duty, that, to ſpeak of it 


properly, one ſhould not mention it as any | 
thing meritorious, or that may claim praiſe and 


admiration, any more than we ſhould ſay a man 


ought to be rewarded or commended for not 


killing his father, or forbearing to ſet fire to 
his neighbour's houſe. The bright and ſhin- 


ing piece of morality, therefore, which is re- 
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commended to us in this fable, is ſet forth in 
this example of the dove, Who, without any 
obligation or expectation, does à voluntary 
office of charity to its fellow- creature in diſ- 
treſs The conſtant uninterrupted practice of 
this virtue, is the only thing in which we are 
capable of imitating the great Author of our 
being; whoſe beloved Son, beſides the many 
precepts he has given to enforce this duty, 
uſed this expreſſion as a common ſaying, It 


is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 
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FABLE CIX. 


0 Tux Lion, by chance, a a Kür Maid, the. 


foreſter J dau ghter, as ſhe was tripping over a 


| lawn, and fell in love with ner. Nay, ſo vio- 


lent was his paſſion, that he could not. live 


unleſi he made her his own; ſo that, without | 


any more delay, he broke his mind to the fa 
| ther, and demanded the damſel for his wife. 
The man, as odd as the propoſal ſeemed at 
firſt, yet ſoon recollected, that by complying 


he on: get the: Lion into his power ; but, 
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by refuſing him, ſhould only exaſperate and 
provoke his rage. Therefore he conſented; 
but told him it muſt be upon theſe conditions: 
that, conſidering the girl was young and ten- 
der, he muſt agree to let his teeth be plucked 
out, and his claws cut off, leſt he ſhould hurt 
her, or at leaſt frighten her, with the appre- 
henſion of then. The Lion was too much in 
love to heſitate; but was no ſooner deprived 
of his teeth and claws, than the treacherous 
foreſter attacked him with a huge club, and 


knocked his brains out. 


APPLICATION. 


Of all the ill conſequences that may attend 
that blind paſſion, love, ſeldom any prove ſo 
fatal as that one, of its drawing people into a 
ſudden and ill concerted marriage. They com- 


mit a raſh action in the midſt of a fit of mad- 


r 


4 
N 


neſs, of which, as ſoon as they come to them- 
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ſelves, they may find reaſon to repent as long 
as they live. Many an unthinking young fel- 
low has been treated as much like a ſavage, 
in this reſpect, as the Lion in the fable. He 
has, perhaps, had nothing valuable belonging 
to him, but his eſtate, and the writings which 
made his title to it; and, if he 1s ſo far capti- 
vated as to be perſuaded to part with theſe, 
his teeth and his claws are gone, and he lies 
entirely at the mercy of madam and her rela- 
tions. All the favour he is to expect after this, 
is from the accidental goodneſs of the family 
be falls into; which, if it happen to be of a 
particular ſtrain, will not fail to keep him in a 
diſtant ſubjection, after they have ſtripped him 
of all his power. Nothing but a true friend- 
ſhip, and a mutual intereſt, can keep up re- 
ciprocal love betwixt the conjugal pair; and 


when that is wanting, and nothing but con- 


tempt and averſion remain to ſupply the place, 
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matrimony becomes a downright ſtate of en- 
mity and hoſtility: and what a miſerable caſe 
he muſt be in, who has put himſelf and his 
whole power into the hands of his enemy, let 
thoſe conſider, who, while they are in their 
ſober ſenſes, abhor the thou ghts of being be- 
trayed into their ruin, by following the im- 
pulſe of a blind unheeding paſſion. 
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FABLE CX. 
THE TORTOISE AND THE EAGLE. 


TE Tortoiſe, weary of his condition, by 
which he was : confined to creep upon the 
ground, and being ambitious to have a pro- 
ſpect, and look about him, gave out, that if 
any bird would take him up into the air, and 
ſhew him che world, he would reward him 
with a diſcovery of many precious ſtones, 
which he knew were hidden in a certain place 
of the earth: the Eagle undertook to do as 
he deſired, and, when he had performed 
his commiſſion, demanded the reward; but 
finding the Tortoiſe could not make good his 


words, he ſtuck his talons into the ſofter 
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ed, receives the puniſhment | 


pitied by all that know him. 
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parts of his body, and made him a facrifice to 
his revenge. 
APPLICATION. 
As men of honour ought to conſider calm- 
ly how far the things which they promiſe 
may be in their power, before they venture to 
make promiſes upon this account, becauſe 
the non-performance of them will be apt to 


excite an uneaſineſs within themſelves, and 


tarniſh their reputation in the eyes of other 


people; ſo fools and cowards ſhould be as 


little raſh in this reſpect as poſſible, leſt 


their impudent forgeries draw upon them 


the reſentment of thoſe whom they diſap- 


point, and that reſentment makes them un- 


dergo ſmart, but deſerved, chaſtiſement. The 


man who is ſo ſtupid a knave as to make a 


lying promiſe where he is ſure 


to 


WH 


be detect 


THE END. - 
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